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1
PLASTIDIAL NUCLEOTIDE SUGAR
EPIMERASES

CROSS-REFERENCE

This utility application is a national phase application of
application of PCT/CN2011/000852 filed May 16, 2011,
which claims priority to CN patent application
201010178405.6 which was filed May 17, 2010, both of
which are incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

The field relates to plant breeding and genetics and, in
particular, relates to recombinant DNA constructs useful in
plants for conferring tolerance to drought and increase in
yield.

BACKGROUND

Abiotic stress is the primary cause of crop loss worldwide,
causing average yield losses of more than 50% for major
crops (Boyer, J. S. (1982) Science 218:443-448; Bray, E. A.
et al. (2000) In Biochemistry and Molecular Biology of
Plants, Edited by Buchannan, B. B. et al., Amer. Soc. Plant
Biol., pp. 1158-1249). Among the various abiotic stresses,
drought is a major factor that limits crop yield worldwide.
Exposure of plants to a water-limiting environment during
various developmental stages appears to activate various
physiological and developmental changes. Understanding of
the basic biochemical and molecular mechanism for drought
stress perception, transduction and tolerance is a major
challenge in biology.

Photosynthetic reactions in higher plants depend on chlo-
roplast thylakoid membrane system. Chloroplast thylakoid
assembly and maintenance require a continuous supply of
membrane constituents. Galactose-containing glycerolipids
are predominant lipid components of photosynthetic mem-
branes in plants, algae, and cyanobacteria. The two most
common galactolipids are mono- and digalactosyldiacyl-
glycerol (MGDG and DGDG), which account for about 50
and 25 mol % of total thylakoid lipids, respectively. About
80% of all plant lipids are associated with photosynthetic
membranes, and MGDG is considered to be the most
abundant membrane lipid on earth. Galactolipids play an
important role in the organization of photosynthetic mem-
branes and in their photosynthetic activities.

In plants, MGDG is synthesized in two unique steps: (i)
the conversion of UDP-D-glucose (UDP-Glc) into UDP-D-
galactose (UDP-Gal) by an UDP-glucose 4-epimerase
(UGE), and (ii) the transfer of a galactosyl residue from
UDP-Gal to diacylglycerol (DAG) for synthesis of the final
product by MGDG synthase (MGD1). MGD1 is localized in
the inner chloroplast envelope membrane and uses UDP-Gal
as a substrate.

Plants possess a sophisticated sugar biosynthetic machin-
ery comprising families of nucleotide sugars that can be
modified at their glycosyl moieties by nucleotide sugar
interconversion enzymes to generate different sugars. UDP-
glucose 4-epimerase (also UDP-galactose 4-epimerase,
UGE; EC 5.1.3.2) catalyzes the interconversion of UDP-Glc
and UDP-Gal. UGEs identified from plants lack transmem-
brane motifs and signal peptides and appear to exist as
soluble entities in the cytoplasm. Generally, plant UDP-Glc
epimerase enzymes are localized to the cytosol, where their
substrates UDP-Glc and UDP-Gal are present at high levels.
As a precursor for the synthesis of the galactolipid MGDG
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in chloroplasts, UDP-Gal is generally thought to be mobi-
lized from the cytosol, because the UDP-Gal concentration
is relatively low within plastids and MGDG synthase
(MGD1) is associated with the inner envelope membrane

To gain insight into genes controlling photosynthetic
activity and carbon assimilation in plants, a rice stunted
growth mutant (phdl) with decreased photoassimilate and
yield production was identified. A novel chloroplast-local-
ized UDP-Glc epimerase involved in UDP-Gal supply for
chloroplast galactolipid biosynthesis during photosynthetic
membrane biogenesis is disclosed herein.

SUMMARY

Plastidial UDP glucose epimerase, its homologs and
methods of use are disclosed. Transgenic expression of
PHD1 increased photosynthetic activity and enhanced
growth. Roles of PHDI1, homologs, and functional frag-
ments thereof in photosynthetic capability and carbon
assimilate homeostasis are discussed herein.

The present disclosure includes:

In one embodiment, a plant comprising in its genome a
recombinant DNA construct comprising a polynucleotide
operably linked to at least one regulatory element, wherein
said polynucleotide comprises a nucleotide sequence
selected from the group consisting of: (a) a nucleotide
sequence encoding a polypeptide with plastidial epimerase
activity, wherein the polypeptide has an amino acid
sequence of at least 60%, 80%, 85%, 90%, 95% or 100%
sequence identity, based on the Clustal V method of align-
ment with pairwise alignment default parameters of
KTUPLE=1, GAP PENALTY=3, WINDOW=5 and
DIAGONALS SAVED=5, when compared to SEQ ID NO:
1-17 (b) a nucleotide sequence encoding a polypeptide with
epimerase activity, wherein the nucleotide sequence is
hybridizable under stringent conditions with a DNA mol-
ecule comprising the full complement of SEQ ID NO: 18-34
(c) a nucleotide sequence encoding a polypeptide with
epimerase activity, wherein the nucleotide sequence is
derived from SEQ ID NO: 18-34 by alteration of one or
more nucleotides by at least one method selected from the
group consisting of: deletion, substitution, addition and
insertion; (d) a nucleotide sequence encoding a polypeptide
wherein the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide com-
prises SEQ ID NO: 1 and (e) a nucleotide sequence com-
prising SEQ ID NO: 18 and wherein said plant exhibits
increased drought tolerance when compared to a control
plant not comprising said recombinant DNA construct. The
plant may be a monocot or dicot.

In an embodiment, the PHD1 polypeptide does not have
the N-terminal chloroplast transit peptide 1-62 amino acids
of SEQ ID NO: 1 or the corresponding equivalent in other
PHD1 homologs. For example, a nucleotide molecule sub-
stantially lacking the region encoding the chloroplast transit
peptide is expressed in a plant cell, for example, in the
plastids.

In an embodiment, the chloroplast transit peptide (1-62
amino acids of SEQ ID NO: 1 or a sequence that is
substantially similar to the 62-amino acid N-terminal region
of SEQ ID NO: 1) is fused to a heterologous peptide for
transport of the expressed protein/peptide into the chloro-
plast.

In another embodiment, a plant comprising in its genome
a recombinant DNA construct comprising a polynucleotide
operably linked to at least one regulatory element, wherein
said polynucleotide comprises a nucleotide sequence
selected from the group consisting of: (a) a nucleotide
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sequence encoding a polypeptide with epimerase activity,
wherein the polypeptide has an amino acid sequence of at
least 60%, 80%, 85%, 90%, 95% or 100% sequence identity,
based on the Clustal V method of alignment with pairwise
alignment default parameters of KTUPLE=1, GAP PEN-
ALTY=3, WINDOW=5 and DIAGONALS SAVED=5,
when compared to SEQ ID NO: 1-17 (b) a nucleotide
sequence encoding a polypeptide with epimerase activity,
wherein the nucleotide sequence is hybridizable under strin-
gent conditions with a DNA molecule comprising the full
complement of SEQ ID NO: 18-34 (¢) a nucleotide sequence
encoding a polypeptide with epimerase activity, wherein the
nucleotide sequence is derived from SEQ ID NO: 18-34 by
alteration of one or more nucleotides by at least one method
selected from the group consisting of: deletion, substitution,
addition and insertion; (d) a nucleotide sequence encoding a
polypeptide wherein the amino acid sequence of the poly-
peptide comprises SEQ ID NO: 1 and (e) a nucleotide
sequence comprising SEQ ID NO: 18 and wherein said plant
exhibits an increase in yield when compared to a control
plant not comprising said recombinant DNA construct. The
plant may exhibit said increase in yield when compared,
under water limiting conditions, to said control plant not
comprising said recombinant DNA construct. The plant may
be a monocot or dicot.

In another embodiment, a method of increasing drought
tolerance in a plant, comprising: (a) introducing into a
regenerable plant cell a recombinant DNA construct com-
prising a polynucleotide operably linked to at least one
regulatory element, wherein said polynucleotide comprises
a nucleotide sequence selected from the group consisting of:
(1) a nucleotide sequence encoding a polypeptide with
epimerase activity, wherein the polypeptide has an amino
acid sequence of at least 60%, 80%, 85%, 90%, 95% or
100% sequence identity, based on the Clustal V method of
alignment with pairwise alignment default parameters of
KTUPLE=1, GAP PENALTY=3, WINDOW=5 and
DIAGONALS SAVED=5, when compared to SEQ ID NO:
1-17 (ii) a nucleotide sequence encoding a polypeptide with
epimerase activity, wherein the nucleotide sequence is
hybridizable under stringent conditions with a DNA mol-
ecule comprising the full complement of SEQ ID NO: 18-34
(iii) a nucleotide sequence encoding a polypeptide with
epimerase activity, wherein the nucleotide sequence is
derived from SEQ ID NO: 18-34 by alteration of one or
more nucleotides by at least one method selected from the
group consisting of: deletion, substitution, addition and
insertion; (iv) a nucleotide sequence encoding a polypeptide
wherein the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide com-
prises SEQ ID NO: 1 and (v) a nucleotide sequence com-
prising SEQ ID NO: 18 and (b) regenerating a transgenic
plant from the regenerable plant cell after step (a), wherein
the transgenic plant comprises in its genome the recombi-
nant DNA construct and exhibits increased drought toler-
ance when compared to a control plant not comprising the
recombinant DNA construct. The method may further com-
prise: (c¢) obtaining a progeny plant derived from the trans-
genic plant, wherein said progeny plant comprises in its
genome the recombinant DNA construct and exhibits
increased drought tolerance when compared to a control
plant not comprising the recombinant DNA construct.

In another embodiment, a method of evaluating drought
tolerance in a plant, comprising: (a) obtaining a transgenic
plant, wherein the transgenic plant comprises in its genome
a recombinant DNA construct comprising a polynucleotide
operably linked to at least one regulatory element, wherein
said polynucleotide comprises a nucleotide sequence
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selected from the group consisting of: (i) a nucleotide
sequence encoding a polypeptide with epimerase activity,
wherein the polypeptide has an amino acid sequence of at
least 60%, 80%, 85%, 90%, 95% or 100% sequence identity,
based on the Clustal V method of alignment with pairwise
alignment default parameters of KTUPLE=1, GAP PEN-
ALTY=3, WINDOW=5 and DIAGONALS SAVED=S5,
when compared to SEQ ID NO: 1-17 (ii) a nucleotide
sequence encoding a polypeptide with epimerase activity,
wherein the nucleotide sequence is hybridizable under strin-
gent conditions with a DNA molecule comprising the full
complement of SEQ ID NO: 18-34 (iii) a nucleotide
sequence encoding a polypeptide with epimerase activity,
wherein the nucleotide sequence is derived from SEQ ID
NO: 18-34 by alteration of one or more nucleotides by at
least one method selected from the group consisting of:
deletion, substitution, addition and insertion; (iv) a nucleo-
tide sequence encoding a polypeptide wherein the amino
acid sequence of the polypeptide comprises SEQ ID NO: 1
and (v) a nucleotide sequence comprising SEQ ID NO: 18
and (b) obtaining a progeny plant derived from the trans-
genic plant of (a), wherein the progeny plant comprises in its
genome the recombinant DNA construct; and (¢) evaluating
the progeny plant for drought tolerance compared to a
control plant not comprising the recombinant DNA con-
struct.

In another embodiment, a method of determining an
alteration of an agronomic characteristic in a plant, com-
prising: (a) obtaining a transgenic plant, wherein the trans-
genic plant comprises in its genome a recombinant DNA
construct comprising a polynucleotide operably linked to at
least one regulatory element, wherein said polynucleotide
comprises a nucleotide sequence selected from the group
consisting of: (i) a nucleotide sequence encoding a polypep-
tide with epimerase activity, wherein the polypeptide has an
amino acid sequence of at least 60%, 80%, 85%, 90%, 95%
or 100% sequence identity, based on the Clustal V method
of alignment with pairwise alignment default parameters of
KTUPLE=1, GAP PENALTY=3, WINDOW=5 and
DIAGONALS SAVED=5, when compared to SEQ ID NO:
1-17 (ii) a nucleotide sequence encoding a polypeptide with
epimerase activity, wherein the nucleotide sequence is
hybridizable under stringent conditions with a DNA mol-
ecule comprising the full complement of SEQ ID NO: 18-34
(iii) a nucleotide sequence encoding a polypeptide with
epimerase activity, wherein the nucleotide sequence is
derived from SEQ ID NO: 18-34 by alteration of one or
more nucleotides by at least one method selected from the
group consisting of: deletion, substitution, addition and
insertion; (iv) a nucleotide sequence encoding a polypeptide
wherein the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide com-
prises SEQ ID NO: 1 and (v) a nucleotide sequence com-
prising SEQ ID NO: 18 and (b) obtaining a progeny plant
derived from the transgenic plant of step (a), wherein the
progeny plant comprises in its genome the recombinant
DNA construct; and (c¢) determining whether the progeny
plant exhibits an alteration of at least one agronomic char-
acteristic when compared to a control plant not comprising
the recombinant DNA construct. Said determining step (c)
may comprise determining whether the transgenic plant
exhibits an alteration of at least one agronomic characteristic
when compared, under water limiting conditions, to a con-
trol plant not comprising the recombinant DNA construct.
Said at least one agronomic trait may be yield and further-
more may be an increase in yield.

In another embodiment, an isolated polynucleotide com-
prising a nucleotide sequence selected from the group con-
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sisting of: (a) a nucleotide sequence encoding a polypeptide
with epimerase activity, wherein the polypeptide has an
amino acid sequence of at least 60%, 80%, 85%, 90% or
95% sequence identity, based on the Clustal V method of
alignment with pairwise alignment default parameters of
KTUPLE=1, GAP PENALTY=3, WINDOW=5 and
DIAGONALS SAVED=5, when compared to SEQ ID NO:
1-17 (b) a nucleotide sequence encoding a polypeptide with
epimerase activity, wherein the nucleotide sequence is
hybridizable under stringent conditions with a DNA mol-
ecule comprising the full complement of SEQ ID NO: 18-34
(c) a nucleotide sequence encoding a polypeptide with
epimerase activity, wherein the nucleotide sequence is
derived from SEQ ID NO: 18-34 by alteration of one or
more nucleotides by at least one method selected from the
group consisting of: deletion, substitution, addition and
insertion; (d) a nucleotide sequence encoding a polypeptide
wherein the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide com-
prises SEQ ID NO: 1 and (e) a nucleotide sequence com-
prising SEQ ID NO: 18.

In another embodiment, an isolated polynucleotide com-
prising the full complement of the nucleotide sequence of
the disclosure, wherein the full complement and the nucleo-
tide sequence of the disclosure consist of the same number
of nucleotides and are 100% complementary.

In another embodiment, a recombinant DNA construct
comprising the isolated polynucleotide of the disclosure
operably linked to at least one regulatory element.

In another embodiment, a cell comprising the recombi-
nant DNA construct of the disclosure, wherein the cell is
selected from the group consisting of a bacterial cell, a yeast
cell, and insect cell and a plant cell.

In another embodiment, a plant or a seed comprising the
recombinant DNA construct of the disclosure. The plant or
seed may be a monocot or a dicot plant or seed.

In another embodiment, a method for isolating a poly-
peptide encoded by the recombinant DNA construct of the
disclosure, wherein the method comprises the following: (a)
transforming a cell with the recombinant DNA construct of
the disclosure; (b) growing the transformed cell of step (a)
under conditions suitable for expression of the recombinant
DNA construct; and (c) isolating the polypeptide from the
transformed cell of step (b).

In another embodiment, a vector comprising the poly-
nucleotide of the disclosure.

In another embodiment, a method for producing a trans-
genic plant comprising transforming a plant cell with the
recombinant DNA construct of the disclosure and regener-
ating a transgenic plant from the transformed plant cell.

In another embodiment, the present disclosure includes
any of the plants of the present disclosure wherein the plant
is selected from the group consisting of: maize, soybean,
sunflower, sorghum, canola, wheat, alfalfa, cotton, rice,
barley, millet, sugarcane, switchgrass, tobacco, potato and
sugar beet.

In another embodiment, the present disclosure includes
any of the methods of the present disclosure wherein the
plant is selected from the group consisting of: maize, soy-
bean, sunflower, sorghum, canola, wheat, alfalfa, cotton,
rice, barley, millet, sugarcane, switchgrass, tobacco, potato
and sugar beet.

In another embodiment, the present disclosure includes
seed of any of the plants of the present disclosure, wherein
said seed comprises in its genome a recombinant DNA
construct comprising a polynucleotide operably linked to at
least one regulatory element, wherein said polynucleotide
encodes a polypeptide having an amino acid sequence of at
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least 60% sequence identity, based on the Clustal V method
of alignment, when compared to SEQ ID NO: 1, and
wherein a plant produced from said seed exhibits either an
increased drought tolerance, or an increase in yield, or both,
when compared to a control plant not comprising said
recombinant DNA construct.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
AND SEQUENCE LISTING

The disclosure can be more fully understood from the
following detailed description and the accompanying draw-
ings and Sequence Listing which form a part of this appli-
cation.

FIG. 1 shows phdl mutant phenotypes. (A) Two-week-
old seedlings grown on MS media. (B and C) Growth
phenotype of 2-month-old (B) and 4-month-old (C) plants
grown in a paddy field. (D) The harvested panicles showed
a reduced seed-setting ratio for phdl-1. (A-D) wild type
(left) and phdl-1 (right). (E-G) Quantification of the agri-
cultural traits of tiller number (E), seed setting ration (F),
and grain weight per plant (G). Each bar is the mean+SD
from 30 replicate samples. (H, I) Diurnal changes in sucrose
(H) and starch (I) content of phd1-1 and wild type. Mature
leaves of individual wild type and phdl-1 plants at the
anthesis stage were harvested and immediately frozen in
liquid nitrogen. Each point is the mean+SD from ten repli-
cate samples.

FIG. 2 shows the molecular identification of PHD1. (A)
Structure of the PHD1 gene and its mutation sites in three
phdl alleles. The PHD1 gene consists of nine exons (green
boxes) and eight introns (gray lines). Nucleotide insertion
and substitutions in the three phdl alleles are indicated. (B,
C) Functional complementation of the phdl mutant. (B)
Phenotypes of wild type, phdl-1, and the complemented line
phd1-14PHD1 plants at the tillering stage. Expression level
of PHD1 transcripts was detected by semi-quantitative RT-
PCR. (C) Sucrose and starch content in flag leaves of wild
type, phdl-1, and the complemented line phdl-1+PHDI1
plants at noon of the day at the anthesis stage. Error bars
represent SD of eight different individuals. *significant
difference between phdl-1 mutant and wild type (P=0.05).

FIG. 3 shows the phylogenetic analysis of PHDI.
MEGA4 Neighbor-Joining tree was inferred from the amino
add sequences of the PHD1 (Os01g0367100) homologs
among green plants. Bootstrap values are based on 1000
replications and are indicated in their respective nodes. The
scale bar indicates genetic distance based on branch length.
The alignment for the constructed tree is shown in Fig. S3.

FIG. 4 shows PHD1 expression analysis and PHD1 pro-
tein subcellular localization. (A) RNA gel blot analysis of
the PHD1 gene in roots, culms, flowers, leaf blades, and leaf
sheaths just before the anthesis stage. (B-E) PHDI1 expres-
sion patterns detected by mRNA in situ hybridization. The
PHDI1 signal was detected at the shoot apical meristem and
young leaves (B), leaf mesophyll cells around vascular
bundles (C), young inflorescences (D), and axillary buds
(E). Bars=150 pm in (B), (C), and (E), and 500 pm in (D).
(F) Rice protoplasts transformed with 35S::GFP (lower
panel) and 35S::PHD1-GFP (upper panel) plasmids. Chlo-
rophyll autofluorescence (middle); GFP fluorescence (left);
merged images (right). Bars=5 pum.

FIG. 5 shows the expression analysis of key genes
involved in UDP-Gal biosynthesis and carbohydrate alloca-
tion in leaves of phdl-1 plants. (A) The expression of genes
involved in the UDP-Gal biosynthesis pathway was upregu-
lated in phdl-1. (B) The expression of starch biosynthesis
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genes was down-regulated in phdl-1. (C) The expression of
sucrose cleavage genes was upregulated in phd1-1. Expres-
sion values are displayed as the ratio of expression to rice
18S RNA (mean+SE). All assays were carried out with three
biological replicates.

FIG. 6 shows UDP-sugar content and glycolipid compo-
sition in phdl plants. (A) UDP-Glc and UDP-Gal content in
leaves of wild type, phdl-1, and PHDI-complemented
plants. The values represent the means+SE of six indepen-
dent experiments. (B) Polar lipid composition in leaves of
wild type, phdl-1, and PHD1-complemented plants grown
in paddy fields. Glycerolipids were quantified by GC of leaf
lipids separated by TLC. The bars show lipid composition in
mol % and indicate means+SD of three measurements.
UDP-Gle, UDP-glucose; UDP-Gal, UDP-galactose; FW,
fresh weight; PC, phosphatidylcholine; PE, phosphatidyle-
thanolamine; PG, phosphatidylglycerol; PI, phosphati-
dylinositol; SQDG, sulfoquinovosyldiacylglycerol.

FIG. 7 shows the improved agricultural traits of trans-
genic rice overexpressing PHD1. (A) Phenotypic differences
of wild type, phdl-1, and transgenic line S3 at the grain-
filling stage grown in paddy fields. (B) Immunoblot analysis
of PHD1 protein expression in wild type, phd1-1, and PHD1
overexpressing transgenic lines (S3, S5, and S8). Tubulin is
shown as loading control. Increased accumulation of PHD1
protein was observed in transgenic lines. (C,D) Grain yield
per plant (C) and dry weight of vegetative organs after
harvesting (D) were increased in transgenic plants. Values
are means+xSD from at least 30 plants/line, *Significant
difference (P<0.05).

FIG. 8 shows a schematic model for the role of PHDI in
the galactolipid biosynthetic pathway for chloroplast mem-
branes. Biosynthetic schemes for two glycoglycerolipids
under normal growth conditions are indicated along with the
pathway involving PHDI1. Gle-1-P, glucose-1-phosphate;
UGP, UDP-glucose pyrophosphorylase; DAG, diacylglyc-
erol; UTP, uridine-5'-triphosphate; PPi, pyrophosphate.

FIG. 9 shows the diurnal changes in hexose concentration
of phdl-1 and WT. The mature leaves of individual wild
type (@ black symbols with solid lines) and phd1-1 (c empty
symbols with broken lines) plants were harvested and imme-
diately frozen in liquid N,. Each point is the mean+standard
deviation from ten replicate samples.

FIG. 10 shows PHDI1 transcript level in wild type and
three allelic phdl mutants. The equal abundance of RNA
among samples was confirmed by RT-PCR detection of
ACTINI transcripts. phdl-1 to -3, three allelic phd1 mutant
lines; S3-1, PHD1 overexpressing transgenic line.

FIG. 11 is a comparison (SEQ ID NOS: 1, 11, 12, 13, 14,
2,4,3,5,7,9,6,8,10, 15, 16 and 17, consecutively) of the
seventeen conserved regions from PHD1 and the green plant
homolog sequences. The sequences were searched using
BLASTP and aligned using CLUSTALW. Identical amino
acid residues are boxed, and similar residues are shaded. The
red bar indicates the conserved motif GXGXXG (NAD+-
binding), and catalytic amino acid residues of the active site
are boxed in red. PHD1: Os01g0367100.

FIG. 12 shows biochemical function and genetic comple-
ment assay of PHD1. (A) UGE activity assay of PHD1 in
vitro. Lineweaver-Burk plots of purified recombinant PHD1
UGE activity at 30° C. (Hl) and at 37° C. ((0). (B) PHD1 can
complement a S. cerevisiae gall0 mutant. A yeast gall 0
mutant strain was transformed with plasmids containing
PHD1 c¢DNAs, and grown on either glucose or galactose
medium.

The sequence descriptions and Sequence Listing attached
hereto comply with the rules governing nucleotide and/or
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amino acid sequence disclosures in patent applications as set
forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.821-1.825.

The Sequence Listing contains the one letter code for
nucleotide sequence characters and the three letter codes for
amino acids as defined in conformity with the TUPAC-
TUBMB standards described in Nucleic Acids Res. 13:3021-
3030 (1985) and in the Biochemical J. 219 (No. 2):345-373
(1984) which are herein incorporated by reference. The
symbols and format used for nucleotide and amino acid
sequence data comply with the rules set forth in 37 C.F.R.
§1.822.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

PHD1 encodes a novel rice plastidial UGE involved in the
biosynthesis of chloroplast galactolipids. A mutation in
PHDI lead to disturbed carbon assimilation homeostasis and
impaired photosynthetic efficiency. PHD1 encodes for an
active epimerase that is localized to chloroplasts, and there-
fore that the UDP-Gal substrate for MGDG biosynthesis can
be generated in situ in chloroplasts (FIG. 8). This surprising
result provides a genetic and biochemical framework to
engineer the novel functional mechanism of this UGE in
plastids, and to evaluate the role of galactolipids in photo-
synthetic activity of plants including rice.

MGD1 is considered to be the major isoform of MGDG
synthases mostly important for thylakoid membrane biogen-
esis. In Arabidopsis, two more MGDG synthases, MGD2
and MGD?3, are targeted to the outer chloroplast envelope
where substrates can be recruited from the cytosol. MGDG
generated by them can move from the outer to the inner
envelope and to the thylakoids. Herein, it is shown that
compared to wild type, the relative amount of the major
galactolipid MGDG in phdl-1 was reduced by 19%,
whereas that of DGDG was only slightly decreased by 2.5%.
However, slight increases in the mol % amounts of several
phospholipids were found to compensate for the approxi-
mately 7 mol % of galactolipids lost in the phd1-1 mutant.
These results are consistent with the notion that the amounts
of glycolipids and phospholipids are reciprocally controlled
in plants to maintain proper balance of lipids in the thylakoid
membrane.

Most galactolipids are restricted to plastid membranes
during normal growth and development, however, DGDG
can also be found in extraplastidic membranes following
phosphate (Pi) starvation. In addition, x-ray crystallographic
analyses of photosynthetic proteins in cyanobacteria
revealed that MGDG is associated with the core of the
reaction centers of both photosystems I and II (PSI and PSII)
indicating that these lipids are required not only as bulk
constituents of photosynthetic membranes, but also for the
photosynthetic reaction itself. The effective quantum yield
of photochemical energy conversion in photosystem II
(¢ pszp) Was reduced in the phd1-1 mutant. Seedlings lacking
MGDG were shown to have disrupted photosynthetic mem-
branes, leading to a complete impairment of photosynthetic
ability and photoautotrophic growth. A reduction of MGDG
to 80% of wild type levels in the phd1-1 mutant led to the
dramatic phenotype of retarded growth, reduced photosyn-
thetic capability, and decreased photoassimilate accumula-
tion. The stunted growth phenotype of phd1-1 mutants may
be due to an insufficient provision of membrane building
blocks to support chloroplast proliferation during plant
growth, which is also consistent with the reduced size of
chloroplasts in mutant plants. These effects may be due to a
reduction of the absolute amount of MGDG or a reduced
galactolipid to phospholipid ratio in chloroplast membranes.
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In plants, starch acts as a depository for reduced carbon
produced in leaves during the day, and as a supply of
chemical energy and anabolic source molecules during the
night. In the phdl-1 mutant, expression levels of starch
biosynthesis genes such as AGP, SS, GBSS, and BE, were
significantly downregulated in source leaves, leading to a
sharp decrease of starch content. However, the reduced
starch did not result in increased sucrose levels, because
activation of sucrose cleavage genes SuSyl and INV1/3
resulted in reduced sucrose and increased hexose-phosphate
and UDP-Glc levels. Therefore, sucrose as the main trans-
port form of photoassimilate produced in source organs was
not able to export efficiently to the sink organs. Moreover, a
large amount of UDP-Glc catalyzed by SuSyl or UGP2
would be converted to UDP-Gal by cytosolic OsUGE1/4
and transported into chloroplast as galactosyl donors of
chloroplast glycolipids to compensate for the loss of PHD1
activity in the phdl-1 mutant. In contrast, PHD1 overex-
pression in rice, which would enhance PHD1 activity in
chloroplasts and may increase the relative amount of MGDG
and increase the effective quantum yield of photochemical
energy conversion in thylakoid membranes, resulted in
increased photosynthetic efficiency and growth rate, impli-
cating a key role of PHD1 for the photosynthetic system in
plants including rice. These improvements of both biomass
production and grain yield have significant economic impli-
cations in both traditional crop improvement and bioenergy
crop production.

The disclosure of each reference set forth herein is hereby
incorporated by reference in its entirety.

As used herein and in the appended claims, the singular
forms “a”, “an”, and “the” include plural reference unless
the context clearly dictates otherwise. Thus, for example,
reference to “a plant” includes a plurality of such plants,
reference to “a cell” includes one or more cells and equiva-
lents thereof known to those skilled in the art, and so forth.

As used herein:

“Epimerase activity” of a polypeptide indicates that pep-
tide is capable of performing the catalysis of UDP-Gal to
UDP-Gle.

The terms “monocot” and “monocotyledonous plant” are
used interchangeably herein. A monocot of the current
disclosure includes the Gramineae.

The terms “dicot” and “dicotyledonous plant” are used
interchangeably herein. A dicot of the current disclosure
includes the following families: Brassicaceae, Leguminosae,
and Solanaceae.

The terms “full complement” and “full-length comple-
ment” are used interchangeably herein, and refer to a
complement of a given nucleotide sequence, wherein the
complement and the nucleotide sequence consist of the same
number of nucleotides and are 100% complementary.

“Arabidopsis” and “Arabidopsis thaliana” are used inter-
changeably herein, unless otherwise indicated.

An “Expressed Sequence Tag” (“EST”) is a DNA
sequence derived from a cDNA library and therefore is a
sequence which has been transcribed. An EST is typically
obtained by a single sequencing pass of a cDNA insert. The
sequence of an entire cDNA insert is termed the “Full-Insert
Sequence” (“FIS”). A “Contig” sequence is a sequence
assembled from two or more sequences that can be selected
from, but not limited to, the group consisting of an EST, FIS
and PCR sequence. A sequence encoding an entire or
functional protein is termed a “Complete Gene Sequence”
(“CGS”) and can be derived from an FIS or a contig.

“Agronomic characteristic” is a measurable parameter
including but not limited to, greenness, yield, growth rate,
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biomass, fresh weight at maturation, dry weight at matura-
tion, fruit yield, seed yield, total plant nitrogen content, fruit
nitrogen content, seed nitrogen content, nitrogen content in
a vegetative tissue, total plant free amino acid content, fruit
free amino acid content, seed free amino acid content, free
amino acid content in a vegetative tissue, total plant protein
content, fruit protein content, seed protein content, protein
content in a vegetative tissue, drought tolerance, nitrogen
uptake, root lodging, harvest index, stalk lodging, plant
height, ear height, ear length, salt tolerance, early seedling
vigor and seedling emergence under low temperature stress.

“Transgenic” refers to any cell, cell line, callus, tissue,
plant part or plant, the genome of which has been altered by
the presence of a heterologous nucleic acid, such as a
recombinant DNA construct, including those initial trans-
genic events as well as those created by sexual crosses or
asexual propagation from the initial transgenic event. The
term “transgenic” as used herein does not encompass the
alteration of the genome (chromosomal or extra-chromo-
somal) by conventional plant breeding methods or by natu-
rally occurring events such as random cross-fertilization,
non-recombinant viral infection, non-recombinant bacterial
transformation, non-recombinant transposition, or spontane-
ous mutation.

“Genome” as it applies to plant cells encompasses not
only chromosomal DNA found within the nucleus, but
organelle DNA found within subcellular components (e.g.,
mitochondrial, plastid) of the cell.

“Plant” includes reference to whole plants, plant organs,
plant tissues, seeds and plant cells and progeny of same.
Plant cells include, without limitation, cells from seeds,
suspension cultures, embryos, meristematic regions, callus
tissue, leaves, roots, shoots, gametophytes, sporophytes,
pollen, and microspores.

“Progeny” comprises any subsequent generation of a
plant.

“Transgenic plant” includes reference to a plant which
comprises within its genome a heterologous polynucleotide.
For example, the heterologous polynucleotide is stably
integrated within the genome such that the polynucleotide is
passed on to successive generations. The heterologous poly-
nucleotide may be integrated into the genome alone or as
part of a recombinant DNA construct.

“Heterologous” with respect to sequence means a
sequence that originates from a foreign species, or, if from
the same species, is substantially modified from its native
form in composition and/or genomic locus by deliberate
human intervention.

“Polynucleotide”, “nucleic acid sequence”, “nucleotide
sequence”, or “nucleic acid fragment” are used interchange-
ably and is a polymer of RNA or DNA that is single- or
double-stranded, optionally containing synthetic, non-natu-
ral or altered nucleotide bases. Nucleotides (usually found in
their 5'-monophosphate form) are referred to by their single
letter designation as follows: “A” for adenylate or deoxy-
adenylate (for RNA or DNA, respectively), “C” for cytidy-
late or deoxycytidylate, “G” for guanylate or deoxygua-
nylate, “U” for uridylate, “T” for deoxythymidylate, “R” for
purines (A or G), “Y” for pyrimidines (C or T), “K” for G
or T, “H” for A or C or T, “I” for inosine, and “N” for any
nucleotide.

“Polypeptide”, “peptide”, “amino acid sequence” and
“protein” are used interchangeably herein to refer to a
polymer of amino acid residues. The terms apply to amino
acid polymers in which one or more amino acid residue is an
artificial chemical analogue of a corresponding naturally
occurring amino acid, as well as to naturally occurring
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amino acid polymers. The terms “polypeptide”, “peptide”,
“amino acid sequence”, and “protein” are also inclusive of
modifications including, but not limited to, glycosylation,
lipid attachment, sulfation, gamma-carboxylation of gluta-
mic acid residues, hydroxylation and ADP-ribosylation.

“Messenger RNA (mRNA)” refers to the RNA that is
without introns and that can be translated into protein by the
cell.

“cDNA” refers to a DNA that is complementary to and
synthesized from a mRNA template using the enzyme
reverse transcriptase. The cDNA can be single-stranded or
converted into the double-stranded form using the Klenow
fragment of DNA polymerase 1.

“Mature” protein refers to a post-translationally processed
polypeptide; i.e., one from which any pre- or pro-peptides
present in the primary translation product have been
removed.

“Precursor” protein refers to the primary product of
translation of mRNA; i.e., with pre- and pro-peptides still
present. Pre- and pro-peptides may be and are not limited to
intracellular localization signals.

“Isolated” refers to materials, such as nucleic acid mol-
ecules and/or proteins, which are substantially free or oth-
erwise removed from components that normally accompany
or interact with the materials in a naturally occurring envi-
ronment. Isolated polynucleotides may be purified from a
host cell in which they naturally occur. Conventional nucleic
acid purification methods known to skilled artisans may be
used to obtain isolated polynucleotides. The term also
embraces recombinant polynucleotides and chemically syn-
thesized polynucleotides.

“Recombinant” refers to an artificial combination of two
otherwise separated segments of sequence, e.g., by chemical
synthesis or by the manipulation of isolated segments of
nucleic acids by genetic engineering techniques. “Recom-
binant” also includes reference to a cell or vector, that has
been modified by the introduction of a heterologous nucleic
acid or a cell derived from a cell so modified, but does not
encompass the alteration of the cell or vector by naturally
occurring events (e.g., spontaneous mutation, natural trans-
formation/transduction/transposition) such as those occur-
ring without deliberate human intervention.

“Recombinant DNA construct” refers to a combination of
nucleic acid fragments that are not normally found together
in nature. Accordingly, a recombinant DNA construct may
comprise regulatory sequences and coding sequences that
are derived from different sources, or regulatory sequences
and coding sequences derived from the same source, but
arranged in a manner different than that normally found in
nature.

The terms “entry clone” and “entry vector” are used
interchangeably herein.

“Regulatory sequences” refer to nucleotide sequences
located upstream (5' non-coding sequences), within, or
downstream (3' non-coding sequences) of a coding
sequence, and which influence the transcription, RNA pro-
cessing or stability, or translation of the associated coding
sequence. Regulatory sequences may include, but are not
limited to, promoters, translation leader sequences, introns,
and polyadenylation recognition sequences. The terms
“regulatory sequence” and “regulatory element” are used
interchangeably herein.

“Promoter” refers to a nucleic acid fragment capable of
controlling transcription of another nucleic acid fragment.

“Promoter functional in a plant” is a promoter capable of
controlling transcription in plant cells whether or not its
origin is from a plant cell.
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“Tissue-specific promoter” and “tissue-preferred pro-
moter” are used interchangeably, and refer to a promoter that
is expressed predominantly but not necessarily exclusively
in one tissue or organ, but that may also be expressed in one
specific cell.

“Developmentally regulated promoter” refers to a pro-
moter whose activity is determined by developmental
events.

“Operably linked” refers to the association of nucleic acid
fragments in a single fragment so that the function of one is
regulated by the other. For example, a promoter is operably
linked with a nucleic acid fragment when it is capable of
regulating the transcription of that nucleic acid fragment.

“Expression” refers to the production of a functional
product. For example, expression of a nucleic acid fragment
may refer to transcription of the nucleic acid fragment (e.g.,
transcription resulting in mRNA or functional RNA) and/or
translation of mRNA into a precursor or mature protein.

“Phenotype” means the detectable characteristics of a cell
or organism.

“Introduced” in the context of inserting a nucleic acid
fragment (e.g., a recombinant DNA construct) into a cell,
means “transfection” or “transformation” or “transduction”
and includes reference to the incorporation of a nucleic acid
fragment into a eukaryotic or prokaryotic cell where the
nucleic acid fragment may be incorporated into the genome
of the cell (e.g., chromosome, plasmid, plastid or mitochon-
drial DNA), converted into an autonomous replicon, or
transiently expressed (e.g., transfected mRNA).

A “transformed cell” is any cell into which a nucleic acid
fragment (e.g., a recombinant DNA construct) has been
introduced.

“Transformation” as used herein refers to both stable
transformation and transient transformation.

“Stable transformation” refers to the introduction of a
nucleic acid fragment into a genome of a host organism
resulting in genetically stable inheritance. Once stably trans-
formed, the nucleic acid fragment is stably integrated in the
genome of the host organism and any subsequent generation.

“Transient transformation” refers to the introduction of a
nucleic acid fragment into the nucleus, or DNA-containing
organelle, of a host organism resulting in gene expression
without genetically stable inheritance.

“Allele” is one of several alternative forms of a gene
occupying a given locus on a chromosome. When the alleles
present at a given locus on a pair of homologous chromo-
somes in a diploid plant are the same that plant is homozy-
gous at that locus. If the alleles present at a given locus on
a pair of homologous chromosomes in a diploid plant differ
that plant is heterozygous at that locus. If a transgene is
present on one of a pair of homologous chromosomes in a
diploid plant that plant is hemizygous at that locus.

A “chloroplast transit peptide” is an amino acid sequence
which is translated in conjunction with a protein and directs
the protein to the chloroplast or other plastid types present
in the cell in which the protein is made. “Chloroplast transit
sequence” refers to a nucleotide sequence that encodes a
chloroplast transit peptide. A “signal peptide” is an amino
acid sequence which is translated in conjunction with a
protein and directs the protein to the secretory system
(Chrispeels (1991) Ann. Rev. Plant Phys. Plant Mol. Biol.
42:21-53). If the protein is to be directed to a vacuole, a
vacuolar targeting signal (supra) can further be added, or if
to the endoplasmic reticulum, an endoplasmic reticulum
retention signal (supra) may be added. If the protein is to be
directed to the nucleus, any signal peptide present should be
removed and instead a nuclear localization signal included
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(Raikhel (1992) Plant Phys. 100:1627-1632). A “mitochon-
drial signal peptide” is an amino acid sequence which directs
a precursor protein into the mitochondria (Zhang and Glaser
(2002) Trends Plant Sci 7:14-21).

The percent identity between two amino acid or nucleic
acid sequences may be determined by visual inspection and
mathematical calculation.

Alternatively, sequence alignments and percent identity
calculations may be determined using a variety of compari-
son methods designed to detect homologous sequences
including, but not limited to, the MEGALIGN® program of
the LASERGENE® bioinformatics computing suite
(DNASTAR® Inc., Madison, Wis.). Unless stated other-
wise, multiple alignment of the sequences provided herein
were performed using the Clustal V method of alignment
(Higgins and Sharp (1989) CABIOS. 5:151 153) with the
default parameters (GAP PENALTY=10, GAP LENGTH
PENALTY=10). Default parameters for pairwise alignments
and calculation of percent identity of protein sequences
using the Clustal V method are KTUPLE=1, GAP PEN-
ALTY=3, WINDOW=5 and DIAGONALS SAVED=5. For
nucleic acids these parameters are KTUPLE=2, GAP PEN-
ALTY=5, WINDOW=4 and DIAGONALS SAVED=4.
After alignment of the sequences, using the Clustal V
program, it is possible to obtain “percent identity” and
“divergence” values by viewing the “sequence distances”
table on the same program; unless stated otherwise, percent
identities and divergences provided and claimed herein were
calculated in this manner.

Alternatively, the percent identity of two protein
sequences may be determined by comparing sequence infor-
mation based on the algorithm of Needleman, S. B. and
Wunsch, C. D. (J. Mol. Biol., 48:443-453, 1970) and using
the GAP computer program available from the University of
Wisconsin Genetics Computer Group (UWGCG). The pre-
ferred default parameters for the GAP program include: (1)
a scoring matrix, blosum62, as described by Henikoff, S, and
Henikoff, J. G. (Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA, 89:10915-
10919, 1992); (2) a gap weight of 12; (3) a gap length weight
of 4; and (4) no penalty for end gaps.

Other programs used by those skilled in the art of
sequence comparison may also be used. The percent identity
can be determined by comparing sequence information
using, e.g., the BLAST program described by Altschul et al.
(Nucl. Acids. Res., 25, p. 3389-3402, 1997). This program
is available on the Internet at the web site of the National
Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI) or the DNA
Data Bank of Japan (DDBJ). The details of various condi-
tions (parameters) for identity search using the BLAST
program are shown on these web sites, and default values are
commonly used for search although part of the settings may
be changed as appropriate. Alternatively, the percent identity
of two amino acid sequences may be determined by using a
program such as genetic information processing software
GENETYX Ver.7 (Genetyx Corporation, Japan) or using an
algorithm such as FASTA. In this case, default values may
be used for search.

The percent identity between two nucleic acid sequences
can be determined by visual inspection and mathematical
calculation, or more preferably, the comparison is done by
comparing sequence information using a computer program.
An exemplary, preferred computer program is the Genetic
Computer Group (GCG®; Madison, Wis.) WISCONSIN
PACKAGE® version 10.0 program, “GAP” (Devereux et
al., 1984, Nucl. Acids Res., 12:387). In addition to making
a comparison between two nucleic acid sequences, this
“GAP” program can be used for comparison between two
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amino acid sequences and between a nucleic acid sequence
and an amino acid sequence. The preferred default param-
eters for the “GAP” program include: (1) the GCG® imple-
mentation of a unary comparison matrix (containing a value
of 1 for identities and 0 for non-identities) for nucleotides,
and the weighted amino acid comparison matrix of Gribskov
and Burgess, Nucl. Acids Res., 14:6745, 1986, as described
by Schwartz and Dayhoff, eds., “Atlas of Polypeptide
Sequence and Structure,” National Biomedical Research
Foundation, pp. 353-358, 1979, or other comparable com-
parison matrices; (2) a penalty of 30 for each gap and an
additional penalty of 1 for each symbol in each gap for
amino acid sequences, or penalty of 50 for each gap and an
additional penalty of 3 for each symbol in each gap for
nucleotide sequences; (3) no penalty for end gaps; and (4) no
maximum penalty for long gaps. Other programs used by
those skilled in the art of sequence comparison can also be
used, such as, for example, the BLASTN program version
2.2.7, available for use via the National Library of Medicine
website, or the WU-BLAST 2.0 algorithm (Advanced Bio-
computing, LL.C). In addition, the BLAST algorithm uses
the BLOSUMG62 amino acid scoring matrix, and optional
parameters that can be used are as follows: (A) inclusion of
a filter to mask segments of the query sequence that have
low compositional complexity (as determined by the SEG
program of Wootton and Federhen (Computers and Chem-
istry, 1993); also see Wootton and Federhen, 1996, “Analy-
sis of compositionally biased regions in sequence data-
bases,” Methods Enzymol., 266: 554-71) or segments
consisting of short-periodicity internal repeats (as deter-
mined by the XNU program of Clayerie and States (Com-
puters and Chemistry, 1993)), and (B) a statistical signifi-
cance threshold for reporting matches against database
sequences, or E-score (the expected probability of matches
being found merely by chance, according to the stochastic
model of Karlin and Altschul, 1990; if the statistical signifi-
cance ascribed to a match is greater than this E-score
threshold, the match will not be reported); preferred E-score
threshold values are 0.5, or in order of increasing preference,
0.25, 0.1, 0.05, 0.01, 0.001, 0.0001, le-5, le-10, le-15,
le-20, 1e-25, 1e-30, 1e-40, 1e-50, 1e-75, or 1e-100.

Standard recombinant DNA and molecular cloning tech-
niques used herein are well known in the art and are
described more fully in Sambrook, J., Fritsch, E. F. and
Maniatis, T. Molecular Cloning: A Laboratory Manual,
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press: Cold Spring Harbor,
1989 (hereinafter “Sambrook™).

Turning now to the embodiments:

Embodiments include isolated polynucleotides and poly-
peptides, recombinant DNA constructs useful for conferring
drought tolerance, compositions (such as plants or seeds)
comprising these recombinant DNA constructs, and methods
utilizing these recombinant DNA constructs.

Isolated Polynucleotides and Polypeptides:

The present disclosure includes the following isolated
polynucleotides and polypeptides:

An isolated polynucleotide comprising: (i) a nucleic acid
sequence encoding a polypeptide having an amino acid
sequence of at least 50%, 51%, 52%, 53%, 54%, 55%, 56%,
57%, 58%, 59%, 60%, 61%, 62%, 63%, 64%, 65%, 66%,
67%, 68%, 69%, 70%, 71%, 72%, 73%, 74%, 75%, 76%,
77%, 78%, 79%, 80%, 81%, 82%, 83%, 84%, 85%, 86%,
87%, 88%, 89%, 90%, 91%, 92%, 93%, 94%, 95%, 96%,
97%, 98%, 99%, or 100% sequence identity, based on the
Clustal V method of alignment, when compared to SEQ ID
NO: 1 or (ii) a full complement of the nucleic acid sequence
of (i), wherein the full complement and the nucleic acid
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sequence of (i) consist of the same number of nucleotides
and are 100% complementary. Any of the foregoing isolated
polynucleotides may be utilized in any recombinant DNA
constructs of the present disclosure. The polypeptide is
preferably a PHD1 polypeptide.

An isolated polypeptide having an amino acid sequence of
at least 50%, 51%, 52%, 53%, 54%, 55%, 56%, 57%, 58%,
59%, 60%, 61%, 62%, 63%, 64%, 65%, 66%, 67%, 68%,
69%, 70%, 71%, 72%, 73%, 74%, 75%, 76%, 77%., 78%,
79%, 80%, 81%, 82%, 83%, 84%, 85%, 86%, 87%, 88%,
89%, 90%, 91%, 92%, 93%, 94%, 95%, 96%, 97%, 98%,
99%, or 100% sequence identity, based on the Clustal V
method of alignment, when compared to SEQ ID NO: 1. The
polypeptide is preferably a PHD1 polypeptide.

An isolated polypeptide wherein the amino acid sequence
is derived from SEQ ID NO: 1 by alteration of one or more
amino acids by at least one method selected from the group
consisting of: deletion, substitution, addition and insertion;
and (c) a polypeptide wherein the amino acid sequence of
the polypeptide comprises SEQ ID NO: 1. The polypeptide
is preferably a PHD1 polypeptide.

An isolated polynucleotide comprising a nucleotide
sequence encoding a polypeptide with epimerase activity,
wherein the nucleotide sequence is hybridizable under strin-
gent conditions with a DNA molecule comprising the full
complement of SEQ ID NO: 18-34.

Site-directed mutagenesis may be accomplished, for
example, as follows using a synthetic oligonucleotide primer
that is complementary to single-stranded phage DNA to be
mutated, except for having a specific mismatch (i.e., a
desired mutation). Namely, the above synthetic oligonucle-
otide is used as a primer to cause synthesis of a comple-
mentary strand by phages, and the resulting duplex DNA is
then used to transform host cells. The transformed bacterial
culture is plated on agar, whereby plaques are allowed to
form from phage-containing single cells. As a result, in
theory, 50% of new colonies contain phages with the muta-
tion as a single strand, while the remaining 50% have the
original sequence. At a temperature which allows hybrid-
ization with DNA completely identical to one having the
above desired mutation, but not with DNA having the
original strand, the resulting plaques are allowed to hybrid-
ize with a synthetic probe labeled by kinase treatment.
Subsequently, plaques hybridized with the probe are picked
up and cultured for collection of their DNA.

The term “under stringent conditions” means that two
sequences hybridize under moderately or highly stringent
conditions. More specifically, moderately stringent condi-
tions can be readily determined by those having ordinary
skill in the art, e.g., depending on the length of DNA. The
basic conditions are set forth by Sambrook et al., Molecular
Cloning: A Laboratory Manual, third edition, chapters 6 and
7, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press, 2001 and include
the use of a prewashing solution for nitrocellulose filters
5%xSSC, 0.5% SDS, 1.0 mM EDTA (pH 8.0), hybridization
conditions of about 50% formamide, 2xSSC to 6xSSC at
about 40-50° C. (or other similar hybridization solutions,
such as Stark’s solution, in about 50% formamide at about
42° C.) and washing conditions of, for example, about
40-60° C., 0.5-6xSSC, 0.1% SDS. Preferably, moderately
stringent conditions include hybridization (and washing) at
about 50° C. and 6xSSC. Highly stringent conditions can
also be readily determined by those skilled in the art, e.g.,
depending on the length of DNA.

Generally, such conditions include hybridization and/or
washing at higher temperature and/or lower salt concentra-
tion (such as hybridization at about 65° C., 6xSSC to
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0.2xSSC, preferably 6xSSC, more preferably 2xSSC, most
preferably 0.2xSSC), compared to the moderately stringent
conditions. For example, highly stringent conditions may
include hybridization as defined above, and washing at
approximately 65-68° C., 0.2xSSC, 0.1% SDS. SSPE
(IxSSPE is 0.15 M NaCl, 10 mM NaH2PO4, and 1.25 mM
EDTA, pH 7.4) can be substituted for SSC (1xSSC is 0.15
M NaCl and 15 mM sodium citrate) in the hybridization and
washing buffers; washing is performed for 15 minutes after
hybridization is completed.

“Suppression DNA construct” is a recombinant DNA
construct which when transformed or stably integrated into
the genome of the plant, results in “silencing” of a target
gene in the plant. The target gene may be endogenous or
transgenic to the plant. “Silencing,” as used herein with
respect to the target gene, refers generally to the suppression
of levels of mRNA or protein/enzyme expressed by the
target gene, and/or the level of the enzyme activity or protein
functionality. The terms “suppression”, “suppressing” and
“silencing”, used interchangeably herein, include lowering,
reducing, declining, decreasing, inhibiting, eliminating or
preventing. “Silencing” or “gene silencing” does not specify
mechanism and is inclusive, and not limited to, anti-sense,
cosuppression, viral-suppression, hairpin suppression, stem-
loop suppression, RNAi-based approaches, and small RNA-
based approaches.

A suppression DNA construct may comprise a region
derived from a target gene of interest and may comprise all
or part of the nucleic acid sequence of the sense strand (or
antisense strand) of the target gene of interest. Depending
upon the approach to be utilized, the region may be 100%
identical or less than 100% identical (e.g., at least 50%,
51%, 52%, 53%, 54%, 55%, 56%, 57%, 58%, 59%, 60%,
61%, 62%, 63%, 64%, 65%, 66%, 67%, 68%, 69%, 70%,
71%, 72%, 73%, 74%, 75%, 76%, 77%, 78%, 79%., 80%,
81%, 82%, 83%, 84%, 85%, 86%, 87%, 88%, 89%, 90%,
91%, 92%, 93%, 94%, 95%, 96%, 97%, 98%, or 99%
identical) to all or part of the sense strand (or antisense
strand) of the gene of interest.

Suppression DNA constructs are well-known in the art,
are readily constructed once the target gene of interest is
selected, and include, without limitation, cosuppression con-
structs, antisense constructs, viral-suppression constructs,
hairpin suppression constructs, stem-loop suppression con-
structs, double-stranded RNA-producing constructs, and
more generally, RNAi (RNA interference) constructs and
small RNA constructs such as sSRNA (short interfering RNA)
constructs and miRNA (microRNA) constructs.

“Antisense inhibition” refers to the production of anti-
sense RNA transcripts capable of suppressing the expression
of the target gene or gene product. “Antisense RNA” refers
to an RNA transcript that is complementary to all or part of
a target primary transcript or mRNA and that blocks the
expression of a target isolated nucleic acid fragment (U.S.
Pat. No. 5,107,065). The complementarity of an antisense
RNA may be with any part of the specific gene transcript,
i.e., at the 5' non-coding sequence, 3' non-coding sequence,
introns, or the coding sequence.

“Cosuppression” refers to the production of sense RNA
transcripts capable of suppressing the expression of the
target gene or gene product. “Sense” RNA refers to RNA
transcript that includes the mRNA and can be translated into
protein within a cell or in vitro. Cosuppression constructs in
plants have been previously designed by focusing on over-
expression of a nucleic acid sequence having homology to a
native mRNA, in the sense orientation, which results in the
reduction of all RNA having homology to the overexpressed
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sequence (see Vaucheret et al., Plant J. 16:651-659 (1998);
and Gura, Nature 404:804-808 (2000)).

Another variation describes the use of plant viral
sequences to direct the suppression of proximal mRNA
encoding sequences (PCT Publication No. WO 98/36083
published on Aug. 20, 1998).

Regulatory Sequences:

A recombinant DNA construct of the present disclosure
may comprise at least one regulatory sequence. A regulatory
sequence may be a promoter.

A number of promoters can be used in recombinant DNA
constructs of the present disclosure. The promoters can be
selected based on the desired outcome, and may include
constitutive, tissue-specific, inducible, or other promoters
for expression in the host organism. Promoters that cause a
gene to be expressed in most cell types at most times are
commonly referred to as “constitutive promoters”.

High level, constitutive expression of the candidate gene
under control of the 35S or UBI promoter may have pleio-
tropic effects, although candidate gene efficacy may be
estimated when driven by a constitutive promoter. Use of
tissue-specific and/or stress-specific promoters may elimi-
nate undesirable effects but retain the ability to enhance
drought tolerance. This effect has been observed in Arabi-
dopsis (Kasuga et al. (1999) Nature Biotechnol. 17:287-91).

Suitable constitutive promoters for use in a plant host cell
include, for example, the core promoter of the Rsyn7
promoter and other constitutive promoters disclosed in WO
99/43838 and U.S. Pat. No. 6,072,050, the core CaMV 35S
promoter (Odell et al., Nature 313:810-812 (1985)); rice
actin (McElroy et al., Plant Cell 2:163-171 (1990)); ubig-
uitin (Christensen et al., Plant Mol. Biol. 12:619-632 (1989)
and Christensen et al., Plant Mol. Biol. 18:675-689 (1992));
pEMU (Last et al., Theor. Appl. Genet. 81:581-588 (1991));
MAS (Velten et al., EMBO J. 3:2723-2730 (1984)); ALS
promoter (U.S. Pat. No. 5,659,026), and the like. Other
constitutive promoters include, for example, those discussed
in U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,608,149; 5,608,144; 5,604,121; 5,569,
597, 5,466,785; 5,399,680; 5,268,463; 5,608,142; and
6,177,611.

In choosing a promoter to use in the methods of the
disclosure, it may be desirable to use a tissue-specific or
developmentally regulated promoter. A tissue-specific or
developmentally regulated promoter is a DNA sequence
which regulates the expression of a DNA sequence selec-
tively in the cells/tissues of a plant critical to tassel devel-
opment, seed set, or both, and limits the expression of such
a DNA sequence to the period of tassel development or seed
maturation in the plant. Any identifiable promoter may be
used in the methods of the present disclosure which causes
the desired temporal and spatial expression. A leaf specific
promoter is suitable.

Inducible promoters selectively express an operably
linked DNA sequence in response to the presence of an
endogenous or exogenous stimulus, for example by chemi-
cal compounds (chemical inducers) or in response to envi-
ronmental, hormonal, chemical, and/or developmental sig-
nals. Inducible or regulated promoters include, for example,
promoters regulated by light, heat, stress, flooding or
drought, phytohormones, wounding, or chemicals such as
ethanol, jasmonate, salicylic acid, or safeners.

Promoters for use include the following: 1) the stress-
inducible RD29A promoter (Kasuga et al. (1999) Nature
Biotechnol. 17:287-91); 2) the barley promoter, B22E;
expression of B22E is specific to the pedicel in developing
maize kernels (“Primary Structure of a Novel Barley Gene
Differentially Expressed in Immature Aleurone Layers”.
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Klemsdal, S. S. et al., Mol. Gen. Genet. 228(1/2):9-16
(1991)); and 3) maize promoter, Zag2 (“Identification and
molecular characterization of ZAG1, the maize homolog of
the Arabidopsis floral homeotic gene AGAMOUS”,
Schmidt, R. J. et al., Plant Cell 5(7):729-737 (1993); “Struc-
tural characterization, chromosomal localization and phylo-
genetic evaluation of two pairs of AGAMOUS-like MADS-
box genes from maize”, Theissen et al. Gene 156(2):155-
166 (1995); NCBI GenBank Accession No. X80206)). Zag2
transcripts can be detected 5 days prior to pollination to 7 to
8 days after pollination (“DAP”), and directs expression in
the carpel of developing female inflorescences and Ciml
which is specific to the nucleus of developing maize kernels.
Ciml transcript is detected 4 to 5 days before pollination to
6 to 8 DAP. Other useful promoters include any promoter
which can be derived from a gene whose expression is
maternally associated with developing female florets.

Promoters may be derived in their entirety from a native
gene, or be composed of different elements derived from
different promoters found in nature, or even comprise syn-
thetic DNA segments.

Recombinant DNA constructs of the present disclosure
may also include other regulatory sequences, including but
not limited to, translation leader sequences, introns, and
polyadenylation recognition sequences. In another embodi-
ment of the present disclosure, a recombinant DNA con-
struct of the present disclosure further comprises an
enhancer or silencer.

An intron sequence can be added to the 5' untranslated
region, the protein-coding region or the 3' untranslated
region to increase the amount of the mature message that
accumulates in the cytosol. Inclusion of a spliceable intron
in the transcription unit in both plant and animal expression
constructs has been shown to increase gene expression at
both the mRNA and protein levels up to 1000-fold. Buch-
man and Berg, Mol. Cell Biol. 8:4395-4405 (1988); Callis et
al., Genes Dev. 1:1183-1200 (1987).

Any plant can be selected for the identification of regu-
latory sequences and PHD1 polypeptide genes to be used in
recombinant DNA constructs of the present disclosure.
Examples of suitable plant targets for the isolation of genes
and regulatory sequences would include but are not limited
to alfalfa, apple, apricot, Arabidopsis, artichoke, arugula,
asparagus, avocado, banana, barley, beans, beet, blackberry,
blueberry, broccoli, brussels sprouts, cabbage, canola, can-
taloupe, carrot, cassava, castorbean, cauliflower, celery,
cherry, chicory, cilantro, citrus, clementines, clover, coco-
nut, coffee, corn, cotton, cranberry, cucumber, Douglas fir,
eggplant, endive, escarole, eucalyptus, fennel, figs, garlic,
gourd, grape, grapefruit, honey dew, jicama, kiwifruit, let-
tuce, leeks, lemon, lime, Loblolly pine, linseed, mango,
melon, mushroom, nectarine, nut, oat, oil palm, oil seed
rape, okra, olive, onion, orange, an ornamental plant, palm,
papaya, parsley, parsnip, pea, peach, peanut, pear, pepper,
persimmon, pine, pineapple, plantain, plum, pomegranate,
poplar, potato, pumpkin, quince, radiata pine, radicchio,
radish, rapeseed, raspberry, rice, rye, sorghum, Southern
pine, soybean, spinach, squash, strawberry, sugarbeet, sug-
arcane, sunflower, sweet potato, sweetgum, tangerine, tea,
tobacco, tomato, triticale, turf, turnip, a vine, watermelon,
wheat, yams, and zucchini.

Compositions:

A composition of the present disclosure is a plant com-
prising in its genome any of the recombinant DNA con-
structs of the present disclosure (such as any of the con-
structs discussed above). Compositions also include any
progeny of the plant, and any seed obtained from the plant
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or its progeny, wherein the progeny or seed comprises within
its genome the recombinant DNA construct. Progeny
includes subsequent generations obtained by self-pollination
or out-crossing of a plant. Progeny also includes hybrids and
inbreds.

In hybrid seed propagated crops, mature transgenic plants
can be self-pollinated to produce a homozygous inbred
plant. The inbred plant produces seed containing the newly
introduced recombinant DNA construct. These seeds can be
grown to produce plants that would exhibit an altered
agronomic characteristic (e.g., an increased agronomic char-
acteristic optionally under water limiting conditions), or
used in a breeding program to produce hybrid seed, which
can be grown to produce plants that would exhibit such an
altered agronomic characteristic. The seeds may be maize
seeds.

The plant may be a monocotyledonous or dicotyledonous
plant, for example, a maize, rice or soybean plant, such as a
maize hybrid plant or a maize inbred plant. The plant may
also be sunflower, sorghum, canola, wheat, alfalfa, cotton,
barley, millet, sugarcane, switchgrass, tobacco, potato and
sugar beet.

The recombinant DNA construct may be stably integrated
into the genome of the plant.

The PHD1 polypeptide may be from Arabidopsis thali-
ana, Zea mays, Glycine max, Glycine tabacina, Glycine soja
or Glycine tomentella.

At least one agronomic characteristic may be selected
from the group consisting of greenness, yield, growth rate,
biomass, fresh weight at maturation, dry weight at matura-
tion, fruit yield, seed yield, total plant nitrogen content, fruit
nitrogen content, seed nitrogen content, nitrogen content in
a vegetative tissue, total plant free amino acid content, fruit
free amino acid content, seed free amino acid content, free
amino acid content in a vegetative tissue, total plant protein
content, fruit protein content, seed protein content, protein
content in a vegetative tissue, drought tolerance, nitrogen
uptake, root lodging, harvest index, stalk lodging, plant
height, ear height, ear length, salt tolerance, early seedling
vigor and seedling emergence under low temperature stress.
For example, the alteration of at least one agronomic char-
acteristic may be an increase in yield, greenness or biomass.

In any of the foregoing embodiments 1-8 or any other
embodiments of the present disclosure, the plant may exhibit
the alteration of at least one agronomic characteristic when
compared, under water limiting conditions, to a control plant
not comprising said recombinant DNA construct.

“Drought” refers to a decrease in water availability to a
plant that, especially when prolonged, can cause damage to
the plant or prevent its successful growth (e.g., limiting plant
growth or seed yield).

“Drought tolerance” is a trait of a plant to survive under
drought conditions over prolonged periods of time without
exhibiting substantial physiological or physical deteriora-
tion.

“Increased drought tolerance” of a plant is measured
relative to a reference or control plant, and is a trait of the
plant to survive under drought conditions over prolonged
periods of time, without exhibiting the same degree of
physiological or physical deterioration relative to the refer-
ence or control plant grown under similar drought condi-
tions. Typically, when a transgenic plant comprising a
recombinant DNA construct in its genome exhibits increased
drought tolerance relative to a reference or control plant, the
reference or control plant does not comprise in its genome
the recombinant DNA construct.
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One of ordinary skill in the art is familiar with protocols
for simulating drought conditions and for evaluating drought
tolerance of plants that have been subjected to simulated or
naturally-occurring drought conditions. For example, one
can simulate drought conditions by giving plants less water
than normally required or no water over a period of time, and
one can evaluate drought tolerance by looking for differ-
ences in physiological and/or physical condition, including
(but not limited to) vigor, growth, size, or root length, or in
particular, leaf color or leaf area size. Other techniques for
evaluating drought tolerance include measuring chlorophyll
fluorescence, photosynthetic rates and gas exchange rates.

A drought stress experiment may involve a chronic stress
(i.e., slow dry down) and/or may involve two acute stresses
(i.e., abrupt removal of water) separated by a day or two of
recovery. Chronic stress may last 8-10 days. Acute stress
may last 3-5 days. The following variables may be measured
during drought stress and well watered treatments of trans-
genic plants and relevant control plants:

The variable “% area chg_start chronic-acute2” is a
measure of the percent change in total area determined by
remote visible spectrum imaging between the first day of
chronic stress and the day of the second acute stress

The variable “% area chg_start chronic-end chronic” is a
measure of the percent change in total area determined by
remote visible spectrum imaging between the first day of
chronic stress and the last day of chronic stress.

The variable “% area chg start chronic-harvest” is a
measure of the percent change in total area determined by
remote visible spectrum imaging between the first day of
chronic stress and the day of harvest.

The variable “% area chg_start chronic-recovery24 hr” is
a measure of the percent change in total area determined by
remote visible spectrum imaging between the first day of
chronic stress and 24 hrs into the recovery (24 hrs after acute
stress 2).

The variable “psii_acutel” is a measure of Photosystem I
(PSII) efficiency at the end of the first acute stress period. It
provides an estimate of the efficiency at which light is
absorbed by PSII antennae and is directly related to carbon
dioxide assimilation within the leaf.

The variable “psii_acute2” is a measure of Photosystem I
(PSII) efficiency at the end of the second acute stress period.
It provides an estimate of the efficiency at which light is
absorbed by PSII antennae and is directly related to carbon
dioxide assimilation within the leaf.

The variable “fv/fm_acutel” is a measure of the optimum
quantum yield (Fv/Fm) at the end of the first acute stress—
(variable fluorescence difference between the maximum and
minimum fluorescence/maximum fluorescence).

The variable “fv/fm_acute2” is a measure of the optimum
quantum yield (Fv/Fm) at the end of the second acute
stress—(variable flourescence difference between the maxi-
mum and minimum fluorescence/maximum fluorescence).

The variable “leaf rolling_harvest” is a measure of the
ratio of top image to side image on the day of harvest.

The variable “leaf rolling_recovery24 hr” is a measure of
the ratio of top image to side image 24 hours into the
recovery.

The variable “Specific Growth Rate (SGR)” represents
the change in total plant surface area (as measured by Lemna
Tec Instrument) over a single day (Y(t)=Y0%e™).
Y(t)=Y0%*e"™* is equivalent to % change in Y/At where the
individual terms are as follows: Y(t)=Total surface area at t;
YO=Initial total surface area (estimated); r=Specific Growth
Rate day~!, and t=Days After Planting (“DAP”).
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The variable “shoot dry weight” is a measure of the shoot
weight 96 hours after being placed into a 104° C. oven.

The variable “shoot fresh weight” is a measure of the
shoot weight immediately after being cut from the plant.

The Examples below describe some representative pro-
tocols and techniques for simulating drought conditions
and/or evaluating drought tolerance.

Methods include but are not limited to the following:

A method for transforming a cell comprising transforming
a cell with any of the isolated polynucleotides of the present
disclosure. The cell transformed by this method is also
included. In particular embodiments, the cell is eukaryotic
cell, e.g., a yeast, insect or plant cell, or prokaryotic, e.g., a
bacterial cell.

A method for producing a transgenic plant comprising
transforming a plant cell with any of the isolated polynucle-
otides or recombinant DNA constructs of the present dis-
closure and regenerating a transgenic plant from the trans-
formed plant cell. The disclosure is also directed to the
transgenic plant produced by this method, and transgenic
seed obtained from this transgenic plant.

A method for isolating a polypeptide of the disclosure
from a cell or culture medium of the cell, wherein the cell
comprises a recombinant DNA construct comprising a poly-
nucleotide of the disclosure operably linked to at least one
regulatory sequence, and wherein the transformed host cell
is grown under conditions that are suitable for expression of
the recombinant DNA construct.

A method of altering the level of expression of a poly-
peptide of the disclosure in a host cell comprising: (a)
transforming a host cell with a recombinant DNA construct
of the present disclosure; and (b) growing the transformed
host cell under conditions that are suitable for expression of
the recombinant DNA construct wherein expression of the
recombinant DNA construct results in production of altered
levels of the polypeptide of the disclosure in the transformed
host cell.

A method of increasing yield and/or drought tolerance in
a plant, comprising: (a) introducing into a regenerable plant
cell a recombinant DNA construct comprising a polynucle-
otide operably linked to at least one regulatory sequence (for
example, a promoter functional in a plant), wherein the
polynucleotide encodes a polypeptide having an amino acid
sequence of at least 50%, 51%, 52%, 53%, 54%, 55%, 56%,
57%, 58%, 59%, 60%, 61%, 62%, 63%, 64%, 65%, 66%,
67%, 68%, 69%, 70%, 71%, 72%, 73%, 74%, 75%, 76%,
77%, 78%, 79%, 80%, 81%, 82%, 83%, 84%, 85%, 86%,
87%, 88%, 89%, 90%, 91%, 92%, 93%, 94%, 95%, 96%,
97%, 98%, 99%, or 100% sequence identity, based on the
Clustal V method of alignment, when compared to SEQ ID
NO: 1 and (b) regenerating a transgenic plant from the
regenerable plant cell after step (a), wherein the transgenic
plant comprises in its genome the recombinant DNA con-
struct and exhibits increased drought tolerance when com-
pared to a control plant not comprising the recombinant
DNA construct. The method may further comprise (c)
obtaining a progeny plant derived from the transgenic plant,
wherein said progeny plant comprises in its genome the
recombinant DNA construct and exhibits increased drought
tolerance when compared to a control plant not comprising
the recombinant DNA construct.

EXAMPLES

The present disclosure is further illustrated in the follow-
ing Examples, in which parts and percentages are by weight
and degrees are Celsius, unless otherwise stated. It should be
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understood that these Examples, while indicating preferred
embodiments of the disclosure, are given by way of illus-
tration only. From the above discussion and these Examples,
one skilled in the art can ascertain the essential character-
istics of this disclosure, and without departing from the spirit
and scope thereof, can make various changes and modifi-
cations of the disclosure to adapt it to various usages and
conditions. Thus, various modifications of the disclosure in
addition to those shown and described herein will be appar-
ent to those skilled in the art from the foregoing description.
Such modifications are also intended to fall within the scope
of the appended claims.

Example 1
Isolation and Characterization of the Phdl Mutant

Of 480 mutant lines with altered carbohydrate levels in
vegetative organs, photoassimilate defectivel (phdl) with
both low carbohydrate contents and stunted growth was
selected for further characterization (FIG. 1). Compared to
wild type, mature leaves of the mutant had low starch levels
at all time-points taken during the light/dark cycle (FIG. 11).
Scanning electron micrograph of culms demonstrated that
fewer starch granules were deposited in parenchyma cells of
the phd1 mutants. During the young seedling stage, both the
shoots and primary roots of the mutant were shorter and
lighter than those of the wild type (FIG. 1A). After internode
elongation, the phdl mutant exhibited a semi-dwarf, less
tillering, retarded vegetative growth, later flowering, and
less grain-filling phenotype (FIG. 1B-E). In addition,
although the grain number per panicle was not altered
between the mutant and wild type, the seed-setting ratio of
the phd1 mutant was significantly decreased, which finally
led to a significant reduction of grain yield (FIG. 1F, G).

Example 2

PHD1 Encodes a Functional Chloroplastic
UDP-Glc Epimerase

Genetic analysis indicated that the phdl phenotype was
controlled by a single recessive gene that did not co-
segregate with the T-DNA insertion, and hence map-based
cloning was carried out. The PHDI1 locus was physically
delimited to a 72-kb region on the short arm of chromosome
1. This region contains six annotated genes, and sequencing
of these genes from phdl-1 identified a single nucleotide
transition (G-to-T) in exon 2 of 0s01g0367100, leading to
a premature translational termination. The identity of
050120367100 as PHD1 was confirmed by analysis of two
other phdl alleles isolated from the same genetic screen. A
single nucleotide substitution (A-to-T) in exon 7 of phdl-2
and a 13-bp insertion between exon 3 and exon 4 of phd1-3
were found (FIG. 2A). Almost no PHD1 mRNA was
detected in any of the three allelic mutants (Figure S2). The
phdl phenotype was fully complemented by transgenic
expression of wild type Os01g0367100 in the phd1-1 mutant
background (FIG. 2B, C), confirming that the nonsense
mutation of Os01g0367100 was responsible for the pre-
sumed null mutant phenotype.

PHD1 has similarity to proteins from Thalassiosira
pseudonana (XP_002290295), Phaeodactylum tricornutum
(XP_002178225), Chlamydomonas reinhardtii
(XP_001699105), Micromonas pusilla (EEH60780),
Ostreococcus tauri (CALS54696), Physcomitrella patens
(XP_001767242), Ricinus communis (XP_002516868),
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Arabidopsis thaliana (AT2G39080), Populus trichocarpa
(XP_002311843), Vitis vinifera (XP_002276706), Zea mays
(NP_001131736), and Sorghum bicolor (XP_002457832),
incorporated herein by reference, with 27 to 75% amino acid
identity (Figure S3). Phylogenetic analysis between PHD1
and its 16 structurally similar proteins indicated that PHD1
is closely related to Sb03g014730 from sorghum and
LOC100193101 from maize (FIG. 3). PHD1 homologs/
orthologs are only found in the plant kingdom, indicating
that these proteins are evolutionally conserved across plant
species. Analysis of the conserved domain demonstrated that
PHD1 and its homologs contain the consensus WcaG
domain, featured in nucleoside-diphosphate sugar epi-
merases (FIG. 11A). UDP-Glc epimerase (UGE), a sugar
epimerase catalyzes the interconversion of UDP-Glc and
UDP-Gal. PHDI1 and its homologs may function as novel
plant specific UGEs.

To understand the PHD1’s biochemical function as an
UDP-Glc epimerase, the mature PHD1 protein lacking the
putative N-terminal 62-aa transit peptide was expressed in
E. coli and UGE activity was examined. The result showed
that PHD1 could catalyze the conversion of UDP-Gal to
UDP-Glc, and curve fitting indicated that UDP-Gal binding
followed a simple Michaelis-Menten kinetics with a K,
value of 0.84 mM at 30° C. (FIG. 12A). To examine whether
PHD1 had UDP-Glc epimerase activity in vivo, the mature
PHD1 was expressed from the yeast glyceraldehyde-3-
phosphate dehydrogenase promoter to complement the
auxotrophic phenotype of a yeast gallOA mutant, which
cannot grow on a medium containing D-galactose as sole
carbon source. The complementation results demonstrated
that PHD1 also had UDP-Glc epimerase activity in vivo
(FIG. 12B).

RNA gel blot analysis revealed that PHD1 was present in
all green tissues, with highest abundance in leaf blades and
sheaths, then flowers and culms, but only at very low levels
in roots (FIG. 4A). mRNA in situ hybridization revealed that
PHD1 was expressed predominantly in leaf primodia and
shoot apical meristems (FIG. 4B), the mesophyll cells
surrounding the vascular bundles of young leaves (FIG. 4C),
inflorescence primodia (FIG. 4D), and axillary buds (FIG.
4E). PHD1 encodes a 340 aa protein with a putative 62-aa
chloroplast transit peptide at the N-terminus. To confirm
chloroplast localization of PHD1, the full-length PHD1 was
fused to the green fluorescent protein (GFP) reporter gene
under the control of the caulifiower mosaic virus (CaMV)
35S promoter and subsequently transformed into rice shoot
protoplasts. FIG. 4F shows that GFP fluorescence co-local-
ized with the red chlorophyll autofluorescence, confirming
that PHD1 was a chloroplast-localized protein and that the
predicted transit peptide was functional.

Example 3

PHD1 Influences the Homeostasis of Nucleotide
Sugars and Carbon Assimilation in Leaves

UDP-Gal is the activated form of galactose in biosyn-
thetic reactions, but a galactose salvage pathway exists in
eukaryotic organisms. To assess expression of genes
involved in the Leloir salvage pathway, the expression levels
of three key genes of this pathway, GalM, GalK, and GalT,
were analyzed in both phd1-1 and wild type. The expression
of all three genes was significantly upregulated in the phd1-1
mutant, suggesting an activation of the whole salvage path-
way (FIG. 5A). p-Lactase is involved in the generation of
free §-D-Gal from polysaccharide breakdown, and UDP-Gle
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pyrophosphorylase (UGP) catalyzes the formation of UDP-
Glc from Gle-1-P. The expression levels of genes encoding
[-lactase and UGP3 were also upregulated in phdl-1. Sur-
prisingly, the expression levels of OsUGE1 and OsUGE4
encoding for putative cytoplasmic isoforms of UGE in rice
were more than two-fold higher in phd1-1 than in wild type
plants, indicating an upregulation of de novo UDP-Gal
biosynthesis in the cytoplasm. These results suggested that
PHD1 is likely responsible for a majority of the UGE
function in chloroplasts, and appears to be involved in the
generation of UDP-Gal from UDP-Gle to supply building
blocks for galactolipid biosynthesis required for proper
chloroplast membrane composition.

To determine whether impairment of UGE activity in
phdl-1 had an effect on galactose-containing compounds,
the intermediates of galactose metabolism were analyzed.
The amount of UDP-Gal was found to be slightly higher in
leaves of phd1-1 than in wild type, but the UDP-Glc amount
was significantly higher (FIG. 6A). Hence, the ratio of
UDP-Glc to UDP-Gal in phd1-1 was also higher than in wild
type leaves. These results suggested that PHD1 dysfunction
may trigger the accumulation of substrates and disturb the
balance of interconversion between the two sugar nucleo-
tides.

Because the phdl-1 mutant exhibited a significant
decrease of carbon assimilate levels, it was determined
whether transcript levels of several key genes involved in
the synthesis, transport, and cleavage of starch and sucrose
were altered in mature leaves of wild type and phd1-1 plants.
Interestingly, while the expression of genes in starch bio-
synthesis such as AGPL2, SSI, SSIIla, GBSS, BE, and BT1,
was suppressed in the phd1-1 mutant (FIG. 5B), expression
levels of genes participating in sucrose cleavage, such as
INV1/3 and SuSyl, were all increased (FIG. 5C). Mean-
while, the GPT gene encoding a glucose-6-phosphate/phos-
phate translocator was upregulated in phd1-1, indicating an
enhanced export of hexose-phosphates from chloroplasts to
the cytosol. In addition, increased expression level of UGP2,
a gene involved in UDP-Glc synthesis, was correlated with
increased UDP-Glc accumulation and a higher UDP-Glc/
UDP-Gal ration in the phdl-1 mutant.

Example 4

PHD1 Dystunction Affects the Photosynthetic
Membrane System

Chloroplast membranes contain high levels of glycolip-
ids, and UDP-Gal is a dominant substrate for glycolipid
biosynthesis. To examine the effect of PHD1 dysfunction on
membrane lipid homeostasis, the composition of total lipids
extracted from phdl-1, wild type, and PHD1-complemented
plants was analyzed (FIG. 6B). In the phdl-1 mutant, the
mol % amount of MGDG was reduced by 19% compared to
wild type and the complemented plants, indicating that
PHD1 is involved in MGDG biosynthesis. In contrast, only
a slight decrease (2.5%) in DGDG content was observed in
the phdl-1 mutant, demonstrating that PHD1 may not be
required for DGDG synthesis and suggesting that the UDP-
Gal substrate for DGDG formation was presumably supplied
from the cytosol. Reduced abundance of MGDG in phd1-1
was accompanied by an increased abundance of other major
membrane lipids such as phosphatidylcholine (PC), phos-
phoinositol (PI), and phosphatidylglycerol (PG), while the
mol % levels of sulfoquinovosyldiacylglycerol (SQDG) and
phosphatidyl ethanolamine (PE) were only slightly but not
significantly higher in the phd1-1 mutant (FIG. 6B). Because
PC, PL, and PG are also components of thylakoid mem-
branes, these results demonstrated that the mutant thylakoid
membranes had an increased mol % amount of phospholip-
ids.
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Noninvasive chlorophyll fluorescence measurements
indicated that the maximum quantum yields for photosystem
1I photochemistry (F /F,,) were similar for phdl-1 and wild
type (Table 1). The effective quantum yield of photochemi-

26
TABLE 3
Oligonucleotides (SEQ ID NOS: 35-52,

consecutive)
metabolism analysis.

used for galactose

cal energy conversion in photosystem I (¢g;;) was slightly 5
but significantly reduced in the mutant (Table 1). Pigment Name Sequence (5'-3')
content was also reduced in the phdl-1 mutant (Table 1).
1 inalv. in 2 thoold olants chl last . B-lactase2 GTCGTGCCATGACATCTACCA
nterestingly, in 2-month-old plants chloroplasts were sig- CTGCTTTATTGCCTCACTTGE
nificantly smaller in phdl-1 mutant than wild type plants
(wild type, 5.0£0.4 um; phdl-1, 3.0£0.5 um), and starch 10 GalM4 CGTCGTGCTTCCTGACTCCA
grains were also either absent or reduced in size and/or CCTCCACCRACATGCTCCTTC
number in the mutant. These data 1ndlcat§d that a reduced Galke ACATAACCTACCGARGAAGAGTGE
amount of galactolipids in chloroplasts might reduce pho- TCACAGCCTCAAGCACATAAAR
tosynthetic capability of higher plants.
15 GalT GGATACGGCACTGGATCTTGG
TABLE 1 TTGAATGGAGGGTCGTTGAGC
Pigment content (mg-g~! fresh weight) and photosynthetic OsUGEL TACTGCTCCGATACTTCAACCC
parameters of wild type, phdl-1, and the PHD1-complemented plants. CCATCCGCTAGATCAACAACAT
Wild type phdl-1 phdl-1+ PHD1 20 OsUGE2 CCAAGACGCCCTGGTGATGC
TTCGCTTTCCAGTTGAGTTCCTTC
Chlorophyll a 2.50 £0.34 1.86 = 0.36* 2.48 = 0.37
Chlorophyll b 0.96 £0.13 0.67 £ 0.12%* 0.93 £ 0.18 0sUGE2 TCGCTACTCCTGACATTGGTT
Chlorophyll a + b 3.46 £0.42 2.53 £ 0.43* 3.41 = 0.52 TGATCGCCCTAATTCTGCTC
Chlorophyll a/b 2.62 £0.37 277 £ 0.41 2.66 = 0.55
Carotenoids 0.33 £0.04 0.28 = 0.05 0.34 = 0.07 25 OsUGE4 TGGAACAGGARAGGGAACATC
F,/F,, 0.84 001  0.79 = 0.01 0.83 = 0.02 T OGTGGACCARTARCCARAGE
Opsir 0.72£001 058 = 0.02* 0.70 = 0.02
Samples were collected from fully-expanded leaves of 4-month-old plants grown in paddy UGP3 GCCAGAACARRCCCATCARAC
fields. GTAACTCCAGAGCCGAACCAG
Values represent means (+SD) of six to ten independent determinations.
*Significant difference between mutant and wild type (P < 0.05). 30
TABLE 4
Example 5
Oligonucleotides (SEQ ID NOS: 53-76,
Expression of PHDI1 Increases Growth Rate and consecutive) used for carbohydrate
Grain Yield 35 metabolism analysis.
. . . . . Name Sequence (5'-3"')
It was investigated whether biomass and grain yield could
be improved by PHD1 overexpression. Transgenic rice AGPL2 ATRATCTCCGATGGCTGTTC
plants overexpressing PHD1 showed a significant increase 2 TCCAGACCTTATGTAGTATCCC
in tillering (branching) and photosynthetic rate when grown ssT GCGCCTTCATGCAT CAACT
in paddy fields (FIG. 7A, Table 2). The growth rate of CCGCTTCAAGCATCCTCATC
transgenic plants accelerated at the seedling stage and dry
material accumulation was enhanced 12.5% to 22.4% at the Sslilla GCCTGCCCTGEACTACATIG
A : GCAAACATATGTACACGGTTCTGG
mature stage compared to non-transgenic plants (FIG. 7D, 45
Table 2). In addition, compared to non-transgenic control GBSSI AACGTGGCTGCTCCTTGAR
plants, grain yield per plant of transgenic lines S3, S5, and TTGGCAATAAGCCACACACA
. o .
S8 increased 10.7, 15.5, and 18.3%, respectively (FIQ. 7C.). BET OGO CATGOARGAGTTAAC
ljhesg resuh.s demonstrated the}t PHD.l overexpression in CAGAAGCAACTGCTCCACC
rice is positively correlated with an increase in biomass
production and grain yield.
TABLE 2
Characterization of biomass and photosynthetic rate of PHD1-overexpressing
plants and wild type (Nipponbare).
WT S3 S5 S8
Shoot height (cm)® 1532 £ 0.15  18.64 = 0.18*  19.21 = 0.33*  19.64 = 0.37*
Shoot mass (mg)® 5473 £1.02 6345 = 1.13% 66.55 =1.17* 65.91 = 1.20%
NPR (500 pmol - m™2 - s71)? 831 £ 0.24  9.65 +0.53*% 10.12 = 0.37*  10.39 = 0.59*
NPR (2000 pmol - m™2 - s1* 1450 £ 0.99 1578 + 0.86  16.12 +1.28  16.36 = 1.36

83, 85, and S8 represent three independent PHD1-overexpressing transgenic lines.
“20-day-old rice seedlings;

bN?R, rate of net photosynthesis (umol - CO; - m
Values are means = SD from at least 30 plants/line,
*Significant difference (P < 0.05).

-2

. s’l) measured at the heading stage;
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TABLE 4-continued

Oligonucleotides (SEQ ID NOS: 53-76,
consecutive) used for carbohydrate
metabolism analysis.

Name Sequence (5'-3"')
BTI-1 GAAGTCCTTGAGCCGTCCTG
AAGTCCCTTGATGCCCTCCT
GPT1 AGAAGGGATCCAGATGAAGAA
AACAAGAAACGAGCAACATAGA
GPT2 GCCTCCATCATCATCTTCCA
ATTGTTACATCCCGAGCACC
UGP2 GCCAGAACAAACCCATCAAAC
GTAACTCCAGAGCCGAACCAG
SusSyl GCTTCCACATTGACCCATAC
CTTGAGGGCATACAGCATCT
INV1 CACGACGCAGTGATCTGAGG
GATGAAACGCAGGGAATACG
INV3 GACATCGTCAAGAGGGTCG
CCATCCATGATCCATCATCC
Example 9

Electroporation of Agrobacterium tumefaciens
LBA4404

Electroporation competent cells (40 ul.), such as Agro-
bacterium tumefaciens 1.BA4404 containing PHP10523
(“pSB17; Komari et al., Plant J. 10:165-174 (1996); NCBI
General Identifier No. 59797027), are thawed on ice (20-30
min). PHP10523 contains VIR genes for T-DNA transfer, an
Agrobacterium low copy number plasmid origin of replica-
tion, a tetracycline resistance gene, and a Cos site for in vivo
DNA bimolecular recombination. Meanwhile the electropo-
ration cuvette is chilled on ice. The electroporator settings
are adjusted to 2.1 kV. A DNA aliquot (0.5 uL. parental DNA
at a concentration of 0.2 ug-1.0 pug in low salt buffer or twice
distilled H,O) is mixed with the thawed Agrobacterium
tumefaciens L BA4404 cells while still on ice. The mixture
is transferred to the bottom of electroporation cuvette and
kept at rest on ice for 1-2 min. The cells are electroporated
(Eppendorf electroporator 2510) by pushing the “pulse”
button twice (ideally achieving a 4.0 millisecond pulse).
Subsequently, 0.5 mL of room temperature 2xY T medium
(or SOC medium) are added to the cuvette and transferred to
a 15 mL snap-cap tube (e.g., FALCON™ tube). The cells are
incubated at 28-30° C., 200-250 rpm for 3 h.

Aliquots of 250 uL are spread onto plates containing YM
medium and 50 pg/ml. spectinomycin and incubated three
days at 28-30° C. To increase the number of transformants
one of two optional steps can be performed:

Option 1: Overlay plates with 30 pl. of 15 mg/mL
rifampicin. LBA4404 has a chromosomal resistance gene
for rifampicin. This additional selection eliminates some
contaminating colonies observed when using poorer prepa-
rations of LBA4404 competent cells.

Option 2: Perform two replicates of the electroporation to
compensate for poorer electrocompetent cells.

Identification of Transformants:

Four independent colonies are picked and streaked on
plates containing AB minimal medium and 50 pg/ml spec-
tinomycin for isolation of single colonies. The plates are
incubated at 28° C. for two to three days. A single colony for
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each putative co-integrate is picked and inoculated with 4
ml of 10 g/LL bactopeptone, 10 g/l yeast extract, 5 g/LL
sodium chloride and 50 mg/L spectinomycin. The mixture is
incubated for 24 h at 28° C. with shaking. Plasmid DNA
from 4 mL of culture is isolated using QTAGEN® Miniprep
and an optional Buffer PB wash. The DNA is eluted in 30
plL. Aliquots of 2 ul. are used to electroporate 20 ul. of
DH10b+20 pl of twice distilled H,O as per above. Option-
ally a 15 pL aliquot can be used to transform 75-100 pl of
INVITROGEN™ Library Efficiency DHSa. The cells are
spread on plates containing LB medium and 50 pg/ml.
spectinomycin and incubated at 37° C. overnight.

Three to four independent colonies are picked for each
putative co-integrate and inoculated 4 mL of 2xYT medium
(10 g/LL bactopeptone, 10 g/l. yeast extract, 5 g/[. sodium
chloride) with 50 pg/mL spectinomycin. The cells are incu-
bated at 37° C. overnight with shaking. Next, isolate the
plasmid DNA from 4 ml. of culture using QIAPREP®
Miniprep with optional Buffer PB wash (elute in 50 pL.). Use
8 ul for digestion with Sall (using parental DNA and
PHP10523 as controls). Three more digestions using restric-
tion enzymes BamHI, EcoRI, and HindIII are performed for
4 plasmids that represent 2 putative co-integrates with
correct Sall digestion pattern (using parental DNA and
PHP10523 as controls). Electronic gels are recommended
for comparison.

Example 11
Transformation of Maize Using Agrobacterium

Agrobacterium-mediated transformation of maize is per-
formed essentially as described by Zhao et al. in Meth. Mol.
Biol. 318:315-323 (2006) (see also Zhao et al., Mol. Breed.
8:323-333 (2001) and U.S. Pat. No. 5,981,840 issued Nov.
9, 1999, incorporated herein by reference). The transforma-
tion process involves bacterium inoculation, co-cultivation,
resting, selection and plant regeneration.

1. Immature Embryo Preparation:

Immature maize embryos are dissected from caryopses
and placed in a 2 mL microtube containing 2 ml. PHI-A
medium.

2. Agrobacterium Infection and Co-Cultivation of Imma-
ture Embryos:

2.1 Infection Step:

PHI-A medium of (1) is removed with 1 mL micropi-
pettor, and 1 mL of Agrobacterium suspension is added. The
tube is gently inverted to mix. The mixture is incubated for
5 min at room temperature.

2.2 Co-culture Step:

The Agrobacterium suspension is removed from the
infection step with a 1 mL micropipettor. Using a sterile
spatula the embryos are scraped from the tube and trans-
ferred to a plate of PHI-B medium in a 100x15 mm Petri
dish. The embryos are oriented with the embryonic axis
down on the surface of the medium. Plates with the embryos
are cultured at 20° C., in darkness, for three days. L-Cysteine
can be used in the co-cultivation phase. With the standard
binary vector, the co-cultivation medium supplied with
100-400 mg/I. L-cysteine is critical for recovering stable
transgenic events.

3. Selection of Putative Transgenic Events:

To each plate of PHI-D medium in a 100x15 mm Petri
dish, 10 embryos are transferred, maintaining orientation
and the dishes are sealed with PARAFILM®. The plates are
incubated in darkness at 28° C. Actively growing putative
events, as pale yellow embryonic tissue, are expected to be
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visible in six to eight weeks. Embryos that produce no
events may be brown and necrotic, and little friable tissue
growth is evident. Putative transgenic embryonic tissue is
subcultured to fresh PHI-D plates at two-three week inter-
vals, depending on growth rate. The events are recorded.

4. Regeneration of TO Plants:

Embryonic tissue propagated on PHI-D medium is sub-
cultured to PHI-E medium (somatic embryo maturation
medium), in 100x25 mm Petri dishes and incubated at 28°
C., in darkness, until somatic embryos mature, for about ten
to eighteen days. Individual, matured somatic embryos with
well-defined scutellum and coleoptile are transferred to
PHI-F embryo germination medium and incubated at 28° C.
in the light (about 80 pE from cool white or equivalent
fluorescent lamps). In seven to ten days, regenerated plants,
about 10 cm tall, are potted in horticultural mix and hard-
ened-off using standard horticultural methods.

Media for Plant Transformation:

1. PHI-A: 4 g/I. CHU basal salts, 1.0 m[/L. 1000x
Eriksson’s vitamin mix, 0.5 mg/[L thiamin HCI, 1.5
mg/L. 2,4-D, 0.69 g/L. L-proline, 68.5 g/LL sucrose, 36
g/l glucose, pH 5.2. Add 100 pM acetosyringone
(filter-sterilized).

2. PHI-B: PHI-A without glucose, increase 2,4-D to 2
mg/L, reduce sucrose to 30 g/ and supplemented with
0.85 mg/L silver nitrate (filter-sterilized), 3.0 g/L. GEL-
RITE®, 100 pM acetosyringone (filter-sterilized), pH
5.8.

3. PHI-C: PHI-B without GELRITE® and acetosyrin-
gonee, reduce 2.4-D to 1.5 mg/lL and supplemented
with 8.0 g/l agar, 0.5 g/I. 2-[N-morpholino]ethane-
sulfonic acid (MES) buffer, 100 mg/l. carbenicillin
(filter-sterilized).

4. PHI-D: PHI-C supplemented with 3 mg/[L bialaphos
(filter-sterilized).

5. PHI-E: 4.3 g/I. of Murashige and Skoog (MS) salts,
(Gibco, BRL 11117-074), 0.5 mg/L nicotinic acid, 0.1
mg/L. thiamine HCl, 0.5 mg/L. pyridoxine HCI, 2.0
mg/L. glycine, 0.1 g/ myo-inositol, 0.5 mg/I, zeatin
(Sigma, Cat. No. Z-0164), 1 mg/L. indole acetic acid
(IAA), 26.4 ng/L abscisic acid (ABA), 60 g/L sucrose,
3 mg/L bialaphos (filter-sterilized), 100 mg/L. carbeni-
cillin (filter-sterilized), 8 g/L. agar, pH 5.6.
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6. PHI-F: PHI-E without zeatin, IAA, ABA; reduce
sucrose to 40 g/L; replacing agar with 1.5 g/I. GEL-
RITE®; pH 5.6.

Plants can be regenerated from the transgenic callus by
first transferring clusters of tissue to N6 medium supple-
mented with 0.2 mg per liter of 2,4-D. After two weeks the
tissue can be transferred to regeneration medium (Fromm et
al., Bio/Technology 8:833-839 (1990)).

Transgenic TO plants can be regenerated and their phe-
notype determined. T1 seed can be collected. T1 plants,
and/or their progeny, can be grown and their phenotype
determined.

Example 15

Yield Analysis of Maize Lines Transformed with
PHD1 Gene

A recombinant DNA construct containing PHD1 gene can
be introduced into an elite maize inbred line either by direct
transformation or introgression from a separately trans-
formed line.

Transgenic plants, either inbred or hybrid, can undergo
more vigorous field-based experiments to study yield
enhancement and/or stability under well-watered and water-
limiting conditions.

Subsequent yield analysis can be done to determine
whether plants that contain the validated drought tolerant
lead gene have an improvement in yield performance under
water-limiting conditions, when compared to the control
plants that do not contain the validated drought tolerant lead
gene. Specifically, drought conditions can be imposed dur-
ing the flowering and/or grain fill period for plants that
contain the validated drought tolerant lead gene and the
control plants. Reduction in yield can be measured for both.
Plants containing the validated drought tolerant lead gene
have less yield loss relative to the control plants, for
example, at least 25% less yield loss, under water limiting
conditions, or would have increased yield relative to the
control plants under water non-limiting conditions.

The above method may be used to select transgenic plants
with increased yield, under water-limiting conditions and/or
well-watered conditions, when compared to a control plant
not comprising said recombinant DNA construct.

SEQUENCE LISTING

<160> NUMBER OF SEQ ID NOS: 76
<210> SEQ ID NO 1

<211> LENGTH: 340

<212> TYPE: PRT

<213> ORGANISM: Oryza sativa

<400> SEQUENCE: 1

Met Gly Gly Ala Ala Val Ala Thr

1 5

Leu
10

Ser Ser Leu

Val Thr Thr

25

Ser Arg Pro Arg Pro Ser Thr Ala Pro

20

Thr
35

Ala Ala Ala Ala

40

Leu Ser Arg Pro Arg Leu Leu

45

Arg Pro Arg Pro Arg Pro Ala Ala Ala Val Leu Gly

Val Ala

70

Ile Val

75

Thr Gly
65

Lys Met Gly Ser Asp Gly

Pro

Phe

Leu

Val

Lys

Thr

Ser

Pro Thr

15

Val Asn

30

Leu

Ser

Asn

Ser Arg

Asp Asp

Leu
80

Asp
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Gln

Asp

Gly

Pro

145

Asn

Tyr

Pro

Lys

225

Asp

Ala

Phe

Ser

Gly

305

Ser

Gly

Ile

Glu

His

Ser

130

Ser

Trp

Asp

Ile

Val

210

Ile

Thr

Ser

Leu

Val

290

Thr

Glu

Leu

Val

Glu

His

115

Thr

Arg

Thr

Cys

Gly

195

Leu

Asp

Arg

Leu

Gly

275

Asn

Asp

Ile

Asp

Gly

His

100

Asn

Phe

Ser

Gly

Ser

180

Arg

Glu

Arg

Pro

Ala

260

Cys

Arg

Gly

Gly

Ser
340

Pro

85

Pro

Glu

Pro

Asp

Glu

165

Asp

Ser

Ala

Gly

Asp

245

Ile

Asp

Ser

Pro

Trp
325

<210> SEQ ID NO 2

<211> LENGTH:

<212> TYPE:
<213> ORGANISM: Sorghum

PRT

<400> SEQUENCE:

Met

1

Pro

Ala

Pro

Ile

65

Pro

Pro

Arg

Ala

Pro

Leu

50

Ser

Gly

Gly

Ala

His

Thr

35

Val

Asp

Val

Cys

Ala

Pro

20

Ala

Cys

Pro

Leu

Lys

336

2

Ala

5

Arg

Gln

Ala

Asn

Gly

85

Val

Gly

Gly

Leu

Gln

Asp

150

Gly

Asn

Pro

Gly

Ala

230

His

Ala

Asn

Gly

Leu

310

Glu

Ala

Gly

Pro

Ser

Val

70

Arg

Tyr

Val

Cys

Ser

Lys

135

Tyr

Ser

Glu

Arg

Gly

215

His

Ile

Ile

Lys

Lys

295

Gly

Pro

Leu

Lys

Asn

120

Val

Pro

Phe

Leu

Thr

200

Cys

Phe

Ile

Met

Pro

280

Phe

Lys

Lys

bicolor

Ala

Ser

Pro

Leu

55

Val

Ile

Gly

Ser

Thr

Arg

40

Gly

Gly

Val

Gln

Gly

Val

105

Ile

Pro

Gly

Val

Cys

185

Asp

Val

Phe

Asn

Lys

265

Leu

Asp

Lys

Tyr

Phe

Thr

25

Leu

Ile

Gln

Ala

Thr

Arg

Phe

Gly

Tyr

Asp

Phe

170

Asn

Val

Leu

Trp

Gln

250

Lys

Ser

Thr

Met

Pro
330

His

10

Asp

Arg

Ser

Asn

Glu

90

Ala

Leu

Gly

Ile

Val

Val

155

Thr

Glu

Leu

Arg

Leu

235

Ile

Gly

Arg

Lys

Glu

315

Ser

Leu

Ser

Ser

His

Asp

75

Lys

Ser

Val

Gln

Ile

Ile

140

Arg

Ser

Asp

Leu

Leu

220

Arg

His

His

Gln

Phe

300

Asn

Phe

Ala

Cys

Leu

Asp

60

Leu

Trp

Lys

Ala

Thr

Pro

125

Phe

Val

Ser

Cys

Lys

205

Ala

Lys

Tyr

Arg

Glu

285

Gln

Ser

Thr

Pro

Ser

Ala

45

Lys

Leu

Gln

Asn

Glu

Ala

110

Ser

Cys

Ala

Thr

Pro

190

Ala

Gly

Gly

Glu

Gly

270

Ile

Gly

Arg

Glu

Ala

Leu

30

Arg

Gly

Ile

Lys

His

Lys

95

Ser

Leu

Ala

Ala

Ala

175

Ser

Glu

Leu

Thr

Asp

255

Arg

Met

Phe

Thr

Phe
335

Thr

15

Lys

Arg

Ser

Val

Glu

95

His

Trp

Thr

Lys

Pro

Ser

160

Leu

Val

Asn

Tyr

Leu

240

Ala

Ile

Asp

Thr

Arg

320

Leu

Asn

Pro

Ala

Asp

Gly

80

His

Ser
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Glu

Asp

145

Glu

Asp

Ser

Ala

Gly

225

Asp

Asp

Ser

Pro

305

Trp

Leu

Gln

130

Asp

Gly

Asn

Pro

Gly

210

Ala

His

Ala

Asn

Gly

290

Leu

Glu

Thr

115

Lys

Tyr

Ser

Ser

Arg

195

Gly

His

Ile

Ile

Lys

275

Lys

Gly

Pro

100

Asp

Val

Pro

Phe

Met

180

Thr

Cys

Val

Ile

Met

260

Pro

Phe

Lys

Lys

Leu

Pro

Gly

Leu

165

Cys

Asp

Val

Phe

Asn

245

Lys

Leu

Asp

Arg

Tyr
325

<210> SEQ ID NO 3

<211> LENGTH:

<212> TYPE:
<213> ORGANISM: Sorghum

PRT

<400> SEQUENCE:

Met

1

Pro

Asn

Glu

Ala

65

Ser

Cys

Ala

Thr

Ser

Arg

Asp

Met

50

Thr

Leu

Ala

Ala

Ala
130

Ala

Asp

Leu

35

Trp

Thr

Lys

Pro

Ser
115

Val

Ala

Ala

20

Leu

Lys

Asp

Arg

Pro
100

Asn

Tyr

296

3

Ala

5

Ala

Ile

Gln

His

Ser

85

Tyr

Trp

Asp

Gly

His

Asp

150

Phe

Asn

Val

Leu

Trp

230

Gln

Lys

Ser

Thr

Met

310

Pro

Ala

Val

Val

Glu

His

70

Val

Arg

Asn

Cys

Ile

Val

135

Val

Thr

Glu

Leu

Arg

215

Leu

Ile

Arg

Arg

Lys

295

Glu

Ser

Ile

120

Ile

Arg

Ser

Asp

Leu

200

Leu

Arg

His

Leu

Gln

280

Phe

Asn

Phe

bicolor

Asp

Ser

Gly

Tyr

55

Ser

Ala

Ser

Gly

Ser
135

Ser

Ser

Pro

40

Pro

Glu

Gly

Glu

Glu

120

Asp

105

Pro

Phe

Leu

Ser

Cys

185

Lys

Ala

Lys

Tyr

Arg

265

Glu

Glu

Ser

Thr

Ser

Leu

25

Gly

Gly

Leu

Pro

Asp
105

Gly

Asn

Ser

Cys

Ala

Thr

170

Ser

Val

Gly

Gly

Glu

250

Ser

Ile

Gly

Lys

Glu
330

Ser

10

Ser

Val

Cys

Thr

Lys
90
Tyr

Ser

Gly

Leu

Ala

Ala

155

Ala

Ser

Glu

Leu

Thr

235

Asp

Arg

Met

Phe

Thr

315

Phe

Ser

Pro

Leu

Lys

Asp

75

Phe

Ala

Phe

Phe

Lys

Pro

140

Ser

Leu

Val

Asn

Tyr

220

Leu

Ala

Ile

Asp

Thr

300

Arg

Leu

Ser

Glu

Gly

Val

60

Ile

Pro

Gly

Leu

Cys
140

Gly

125

Pro

Asn

Tyr

Pro

Val

205

Lys

Asp

Ala

Phe

Ala

285

Gly

Ala

Gly

Ser

Ser

Arg

Cys

Gly

Asn

Asp

Phe
125

Gly

110

Thr

Ser

Trp

Asp

Ile

190

Val

Ile

Thr

Ser

Leu

270

Val

Thr

Glu

Ile

Ile

Val

30

Ile

Gly

Ile

Val

Leu

110

Thr

Glu

Thr

Ser

Ser

Cys

175

Gly

Leu

Asp

Arg

Leu

255

Gly

Asn

Asp

Ile

Ser
335

Gly

15

Ser

Val

Gln

Ile

Ile
95
Arg

Ser

Asp

Ile

Ser

Gly

160

Ser

Arg

Glu

Arg

Pro

240

Ala

Cys

Lys

Gly

Gly

320

Ser

Ile

Asn

Ala

Thr

Pro

80

Phe

Ile

Ser

Ser
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Pro Cys Val Ser Ile Gly Gln Ser Pro Arg Thr Asp Val Leu Leu Lys
145 150 155 160

Ala Glu Asn Val Val Leu Glu Ala Gly Gly Cys Val Leu Arg Leu Ala
165 170 175

Gly Leu Tyr Lys Ser Asp Arg Gly Pro His Val Tyr Trp Leu Ser Lys
180 185 190

Gly Thr Leu Asp Val Arg Pro Asp His Ile Leu Asn Leu Ile His Tyr
195 200 205

Glu Asp Ala Ala Ser Leu Ala Ile Ala Ile Met Lys Lys Arg Leu Arg
210 215 220

Ser Arg Ile Phe Val Gly Cys Asp Asn Glu Pro Leu Ser Arg Leu Glu
225 230 235 240

Ile Met Asp Arg Val Asn Arg Ser Gly Lys Phe Glu Thr Gln Phe Gln
245 250 255

Gly Phe Thr Gly Thr Asp Gly Pro Leu Gly Lys Arg Met Glu Asn Ser
260 265 270

Lys Thr Arg Ala Glu Leu Gly Trp Gln Pro Lys Tyr Pro Ser Phe Thr
275 280 285

Glu Phe Leu Gly Leu Ser Asn Leu
290 295

<210> SEQ ID NO 4

<211> LENGTH: 336

<212> TYPE: PRT

<213> ORGANISM: Zea mays

<400> SEQUENCE: 4

Met Arg Ala Ala Ala Ala Ala Ser Phe His Leu Ala Pro Ala Thr Lys
1 5 10 15

Pro Ala His Arg Arg Gly Cys Thr Thr Glu Ser Cys Ser Leu Lys Pro
20 25 30

Ala Pro Thr Ala Arg Pro Pro Arg Leu Arg Ser Leu Ala Gly Arg Ala
35 40 45

Pro Leu Val Cys Ala Ser Leu Gly Ile Ser His Asp Lys Gly Phe Asp
50 55 60

Ile Ser Asp Pro Asn Val Val Gly Gln Asn Asp Leu Leu Ile Val Gly
65 70 75 80

Pro Gly Val Leu Gly Arg Ile Ile Ala Glu Lys Trp Lys Lys Glu His
85 90 95

Pro Ser Cys Lys Val Tyr Gly Gln Thr Ala Ser Lys Asn His His Asn
100 105 110

Glu Leu Thr Asp Leu Gly Ile Ile Pro Ser Leu Lys Gly Thr Thr Val
115 120 125

His Gln Lys Val Pro His Val Ile Phe Cys Ala Pro Pro Ser Gly Ser
130 135 140

Asp Asp Tyr Pro Arg Asp Val Arg Leu Ala Ala Ser Asn Trp Thr Gly
145 150 155 160

Glu Gly Ser Phe Leu Phe Thr Ser Ser Thr Ala Leu Tyr Asp Cys Ser
165 170 175

Asp Asn Ser Met Cys Asn Glu Asp Cys Leu Ser Val Pro Ile Gly Arg
180 185 190

Ser Pro Arg Thr Asp Ile Leu Leu Lys Val Glu Asn Val Val Leu Glu
195 200 205

Ala Gly Gly Cys Val Leu Arg Leu Ala Gly Leu Tyr Lys Ile Asp Arg
210 215 220



US 9,441,217 B2
37

-continued

Gly Ala His Val Phe Trp Leu Arg Lys Gly Thr Leu Asp Thr Arg Pro
225 230 235 240

Asp His Ile Ile Asn Gln Ile His Tyr Glu Asp Ala Ala Ser Leu Ala
245 250 255

Val Ala Ile Met Lys Lys Gly Leu Arg Ser Arg Ile Phe Leu Gly Cys
260 265 270

Asp Asn Lys Pro Leu Ser Arg Gln Glu Ile Met Asp Ala Val Asn Asn
275 280 285

Ser Gly Lys Phe Asp Thr Lys Phe Gly Gly Phe Thr Gly Thr Asp Gly
290 295 300

Pro Leu Gly Lys Arg Met Glu Asn Ser Lys Thr Arg Ala Glu Ile Gly
305 310 315 320

Trp Glu Pro Lys Tyr Pro Ser Phe Thr Glu Phe Leu Gly Ile Ser Ser
325 330 335

<210> SEQ ID NO 5

<211> LENGTH: 359

<212> TYPE: PRT

<213> ORGANISM: Zea mays
<400> SEQUENCE: 5

Met Gly Arg Ala Ala Ala Pro Leu Leu Pro Arg Pro Ile Ile Ala Gln
1 5 10 15

Phe His Leu His Pro His His Leu Val His Gln Ser Cys Leu Pro Tyr
20 25 30

Leu His Ala Thr Ala Pro Val Ala Ala Ala Ser Ala Leu Phe Ala Pro
Gly Pro Thr Ser Ser Pro Ser Val Arg Val Ser Arg Pro Arg Arg His
50 55 60

Ala Ser Met Ser Ala Ala Ala Asp Ser Ser Ser Ser Ile Val Val Ser
65 70 75 80

Gly Asp Ala Ala Val Ser Ser Leu Ser Pro Glu Ser Ile Glu His Asn
85 90 95

Asp Leu Leu Ile Val Gly Pro Gly Val Leu Gly Arg Ile Val Ala Glu
100 105 110

Met Trp Lys Gln Glu Tyr Pro Gly Cys Lys Val Tyr Gly Gln Thr Ala
115 120 125

Thr Thr Asp His His Ser Glu Leu Thr Asp Ile Gly Ile Ile Pro Ser
130 135 140

Leu Lys Gly Ser Val Pro Gly Pro Lys Phe Pro Tyr Val Ile Phe Cys
145 150 155 160

Ala Pro Pro Tyr Arg Ser Glu Asp Tyr Ala Gly Asp Leu Arg Val Ala
165 170 175

Ala Ser Asn Trp Asn Gly Lys Gly Ser Phe Leu Phe Thr Ser Ser Thr
180 185 190

Ala Val Tyr Asp Cys Ser Asp Asn Gly Phe Cys Ser Glu Asp Ser Pro
195 200 205

Cys Val Pro Ile Gly Gln Ser Thr Arg Thr Asp Val Leu Leu Lys Ala
210 215 220

Glu Asn Val Val Leu Glu Ala Gly Gly Cys Val Leu Arg Leu Val Gly
225 230 235 240

Leu Tyr Lys Ser Asp Arg Gly Pro His Val Tyr Trp Leu Ser Lys Gly
245 250 255

Thr Leu Asp Val Arg Pro Asp His Ile Leu Asn Leu Ile His Tyr Glu
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-continued

40

Asp

Cys

Met

305

Phe

Thr

Phe

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>

<400>

Ala

Ile

290

Asp

Thr

Arg

Leu

Ala

275

Phe

Arg

Gly

Ala

Gly
355

260

Ser

Val

Val

Thr

Lys

340

Leu

PRT

SEQUENCE :

Leu

Gly

Asn

Asp

325

Leu

Ser

SEQ ID NO 6
LENGTH:
TYPE:
ORGANISM: Vitis vinifera

343

6

Met Gly Thr Leu Gly

1

Lys

Arg

Ser

Gly

65

Glu

Ala

Thr

Pro

Phe

145

Leu

Ser

Gly

Asn

Ala
225

Lys

Tyr

Leu

Ser

Val

50

Ala

Asn

Glu

Met

Ser

130

Cys

Ala

Ser

Pro

Ala
210
Gly

Gly

Glu

Ser

Phe

35

Ser

Pro

Asp

Lys

Thr

115

Leu

Ala

Ala

Ala

Val

195

Glu

Leu

Thr

Asp

Phe

20

Leu

Thr

Asn

Leu

Trp

100

Thr

Lys

Pro

Ser

Pro

180

Val

Lys

Tyr

Val

Ala
260

5

Ser

Ser

Asp

Glu

Leu

85

Arg

Asp

Gly

Pro

Asn

165

Phe

Pro

Gly

Lys

Glu

245

Ala

Val

Cys

Arg

310

Gly

Gly

Asn

Ser

Ser

Ile

Thr

Glu

70

Ile

Glu

His

Val

Ser

150

Trp

Asp

Ile

Val

Ala
230

Ala

Ser

Ile

Asp

295

Ser

Pro

Trp

Leu

Thr

Ser

Phe

Arg

55

Met

Val

Glu

His

Lys

135

Arg

Ser

Cys

Gly

Leu
215
Asp

Arg

Leu

Ser

280

Asn

Arg

Leu

Gln

Thr

Phe

Arg

Leu

Glu

Gly

His

Asp

120

Thr

Thr

Gly

Asn

Arg

200

Glu

Arg

Pro

Ala

265

Ile

Glu

Lys

Gly

Pro
345

Thr

His

25

Asn

Arg

Thr

Pro

Pro

105

Glu

Thr

Ser

Glu

Asp

185

Ser

Phe

Gly

Asp

Val
265

Met

Pro

Phe

Lys

330

Lys

Leu

10

Arg

Pro

Val

Ser

Gly

90

Gly

Leu

His

Asp

Gly

170

Asn

Pro

Gly

Ala

His

250

Ala

Lys

Leu

Asp

315

Arg

Tyr

Ser

Leu

Ser

Ser

Ser

75

Val

Cys

Val

Gln

Tyr

155

Ser

Gly

Arg

Gly

His

235

Ile

Ile

Lys

Ser

300

Thr

Met

Pro

Pro

Arg

Phe

Ala

60

Phe

Leu

Gln

Lys

Phe

140

Pro

Phe

Ser

Thr

Cys

220

Val

Leu

Leu

Arg

285

Arg

Gln

Asp

Ser

Tyr

Phe

Arg

Ser

Gly

Gly

Ile

Ile

125

Pro

Ala

Leu

Cys

Asp

205

Val

Tyr

Asn

Lys

270

Leu

Leu

Phe

Asn

Phe
350

Phe

Ser

30

Ala

Ser

Leu

Arg

Tyr

110

Gly

Tyr

Asp

Phe

Asp

190

Val

Leu

Trp

Leu

Lys
270

Arg

Glu

His

Ser

335

Thr

Ser

15

Ala

Lys

Thr

Val

Leu

95

Gly

Ile

Val

Val

Thr

175

Glu

Leu

Arg

Leu

Ile

255

Lys

Ser

Ile

Gly

320

Lys

Glu

Ser

Ser

Arg

Leu

Gly

80

Val

Gln

Asn

Ile

Arg

160

Ser

Asp

Leu

Leu

Lys
240

His

Arg
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-continued

His Gly Gln Ile Phe Leu Gly Cys Asp Asn His Pro Val Ser Arg Gln
275 280 285

Glu Leu Met Asp Leu Val Asn Lys Ser Gly Lys Phe Ser Lys Lys Phe
290 295 300

Glu Ala Phe Thr Gly Thr Ser Asp Pro Leu Gly Lys Arg Leu Asn Asn
305 310 315 320

Ser Lys Thr Arg Glu Glu Ile Gly Trp Gln Pro Lys Tyr Pro Ser Phe
325 330 335

Ser Gln Phe Leu Glu Ser Ile
340

<210> SEQ ID NO 7

<211> LENGTH: 304

<212> TYPE: PRT

<213> ORGANISM: Populus balsamifera subsp. trichocarpa

<400> SEQUENCE: 7

Met Ala Ala Pro Leu Gln Val Ser Ala Phe Ser Thr Ile Gly Ala Arg
1 5 10 15

Asn Glu Glu Leu Gly Thr Ala Ser Ser Gly Leu Val Gly Glu Asn Asp
20 25 30

Leu Leu Ile Val Gly Pro Gly Val Leu Gly Arg Leu Val Ala Glu Lys
35 40 45

Trp Arg Gln Glu His Pro Gly Cys Gln Val Tyr Gly Gln Thr Val Thr
50 55 60

Thr Asp His His Asp Glu Leu Ile Lys Met Gly Ile Asn Pro Ser Leu
65 70 75 80

Lys Gly Thr Lys Ala Thr Gln Gln Tyr Pro Tyr Val Ile Phe Cys Ala
85 90 95

Pro Pro Ser Arg Thr Ser Asp Tyr Pro Gly Asp Val Arg Glu Ala Ala
100 105 110

Leu Ser Trp Asn Gly Asp Gly Ser Phe Val Phe Thr Ser Ser Ser Ala
115 120 125

Pro Tyr Asp Cys Phe Asp Asn Gly Gln Cys Asn Glu Asp Ser Pro Val
130 135 140

Val Pro Ile Gly Arg Ser Pro Arg Thr Asp Val Leu Leu Lys Ala Glu
145 150 155 160

Lys Val Val Leu Glu Ser Gly Gly Cys Ala Ile Arg Leu Ala Gly Leu
165 170 175

Tyr Ile Ser Phe Ser Val Leu Asn Tyr Val Asp Phe Ile Asn Asn Arg
180 185 190

Gly Ala His Ala Tyr Trp Leu Glu Lys Gly Thr Val Glu Val Arg Pro
195 200 205

Asp His Ile Leu Asn Leu Ile His Tyr Glu Asp Ala Ala Ser Leu Ala
210 215 220

Val Ala Ile Leu Lys Lys Lys Leu Arg Ser Arg Ile Phe Leu Gly Cys
225 230 235 240

Asp Asn His Pro Leu Ser Arg Gln Glu Val Met Asp Leu Val Ala Lys
245 250 255

Ser Gly Lys Phe Ser Lys Lys Phe Val Ala Phe Thr Gly Thr Ser Asp
260 265 270

Pro Leu Gly Lys Arg Leu Asn Asn Ser Lys Thr Arg Glu Glu Ile Gly
275 280 285

Trp Glu Pro Glu Tyr Pro Ser Phe Ala His Phe Leu Gly Val Ser Lys
290 295 300
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-continued

<210> SEQ ID NO 8

<211> LENGTH: 351

<212> TYPE: PRT

<213> ORGANISM: Arabidopsis thaliana

<400> SEQUENCE: 8

Met Gly Phe Ile Ser Cys Ile Ser Phe Pro Thr Ile Asn Ser Arg Ile
1 5 10 15

Leu Ser Thr His His Phe Ser Lys His Ser Thr Ser Ala Ser Ser Ser
20 25 30

Tyr Ser Leu Lys Phe Ala Leu Arg Arg Gln Glu Asp Lys Pro Lys Val
35 40 45

Ser Phe Phe Leu Pro Leu Thr Ser Ser Leu Met Ala Thr Pro Ile Gln
50 55 60

Ala Ser Ser Ser Ser Thr Ile Gly Glu Thr Ser Asp Gly Leu Lys Val
65 70 75 80

Gln Ser His Val Ser Ile Gly Ala Asn Asp Leu Leu Ile Val Gly Pro
Gly Val Leu Gly Arg Leu Val Ala Glu Gln Trp Arg Gln Glu His Pro
100 105 110

Glu Ser Gln Ile Phe Gly Gln Thr Val Thr Thr Asn His His Gly Glu
115 120 125

Leu Glu Asn Leu Gly Ile Lys Pro Ser Leu Lys Gly Thr Glu Tyr Gly
130 135 140

Gly Lys Phe Ser Tyr Val Ile Phe Cys Ala Pro Pro Ser Gln Ser Ala
145 150 155 160

Asp Tyr Ala Gly Glu Val Arg Asn Ala Ala Ser Asn Trp Asn Gly Glu
165 170 175

Gly Ser Phe Leu Phe Thr Ser Ser Ser Ala Pro Tyr Asp Cys Phe Asp
180 185 190

Asn Gly Glu Cys Asn Glu Asp Ser Pro Val Val Pro Leu Gly Lys Ser
195 200 205

Pro Arg Thr Asp Val Leu Leu Lys Ala Glu Lys Val Val Leu Glu Cys
210 215 220

Gly Gly Thr Val Leu Arg Leu Ala Gly Leu Tyr Thr Glu Thr Arg Gly
225 230 235 240

Ala His Thr Tyr Trp Leu Ser Lys Glu Thr Ile Asp Ala Arg Pro Asp
245 250 255

His Ile Leu Asn Leu Ile His Tyr Glu Asp Ala Ala Ser Leu Ala Val
260 265 270

Ala Ile Met Lys Lys Lys Ala Gly Ala Arg Ile Phe Leu Gly Cys Asp
275 280 285

Asn His Pro Leu Ser Arg Gln Glu Val Met Asp Leu Met Ala Gln Ser
290 295 300

Gly Lys Phe Asp Lys Lys Phe Lys Gly Phe Thr Ser Thr Ser Gly Pro
305 310 315 320

Leu Gly Lys Lys Leu Asn Asn Ser Lys Thr Arg Ala Glu Ile Gly Trp
325 330 335

Glu Pro Lys Tyr Pro Ser Phe Ala Gln Phe Phe Gly Val Ser Thr
340 345 350

<210> SEQ ID NO 9
<211> LENGTH: 287
<212> TYPE: PRT
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-continued

<213> ORGANISM: Ricinus communis
<400> SEQUENCE: 9

Met Ala Asn Pro Phe Gln Val Ser Ala Ser Ser Thr Met Gly Ala Thr
1 5 10 15

Asn Glu Glu Leu Asp Ala Val Ser Ser Ser Leu Val Gly Glu Asn Asp
20 25 30

Leu Leu Ile Val Gly Pro Gly Val Leu Gly Arg Leu Val Ala Glu Lys
35 40 45

Trp Arg Gln Glu His Pro Gly Cys Gln Val Tyr Gly Gln Thr Leu Thr
Thr Asp His His Asp Glu Leu Ile Lys Ile Gly Ile Asn Pro Ser Leu
65 70 75 80

Lys Gly Thr Lys Pro Ile His Gln Phe Pro Tyr Val Ile Phe Cys Ala
85 90 95

Pro Pro Ser Arg Thr Ser Asp Tyr Pro Gly Asp Val Arg Glu Ala Ala
100 105 110

Leu Ser Trp Asn Gly Glu Gly Ser Phe Leu Phe Thr Ser Ser Ser Ala
115 120 125

Pro Tyr Asp Cys Tyr Asp Asn Gly Asp Cys Asp Glu Asp Ser Pro Val
130 135 140

Val Pro Ile Gly Arg Ser Pro Arg Thr Asp Val Leu Leu Lys Ala Glu
145 150 155 160

Lys Val Val Leu Glu Ser Asp Gly Cys Val Tyr Lys Ala Asp Arg Gly
165 170 175

Ala His Val Tyr Trp Leu Gln Lys Gly Ile Val Glu Val Arg Pro Asp
180 185 190

His Ile Leu Asn Leu Ile His Tyr Glu Asp Ala Ala Ser Leu Ser Ile
195 200 205

Ala Ile Leu Lys Lys Lys Phe His Gly Arg Ile Phe Leu Gly Cys Asp
210 215 220

Asn His Pro Leu Ser Arg Gln Glu Val Met Asp Leu Val Ala Lys Ser
225 230 235 240

Gly Lys Phe Ser Lys Lys Phe Glu Ala Phe Thr Gly Thr Gly Asp Pro
245 250 255

Ser Gly Lys Arg Leu Asn Asn Ser Lys Thr Arg Glu Glu Val Gly Trp
260 265 270

Glu Pro Asn Tyr Pro Ser Phe Ala His Phe Leu Gly Val Ser Asp
275 280 285

<210> SEQ ID NO 10

<211> LENGTH: 284

<212> TYPE: PRT

<213> ORGANISM: Physcomitrella patens

<400> SEQUENCE: 10

Met Ser Gly Lys Glu Thr Glu Leu Glu Cys Asn Glu Glu Arg Ser Gln
1 5 10 15

Ile Thr Thr Asn Ser His Ala Asp Leu Leu Val Val Gly Pro Gly Val
20 25 30

Leu Gly Ser Leu Val Gly Arg Arg Trp Leu Glu Leu His Glu Gly Cys
35 40 45

Arg Val Val Gly Gln Thr Asn Thr Thr Asn Arg His Glu Glu Leu Leu
50 55 60

Ser Leu Gly Ile Phe Pro Val Thr Lys Asp Ser His Ser Gly Asp Lys
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48

65

Phe

Ala

Leu

Gly

145

Asn

Met

Leu

Leu

Pro

225

Phe

Lys

Lys

Pro

Ala

Leu

Cys

130

Asp

Val

Tyr

Asn

Arg

210

Val

Ala

Lys

Tyr

Tyr

Glu

Phe

115

Asp

Arg

Val

Trp

Leu

195

Lys

Ser

Gly

Met

Asn
275

Val

Val

100

Thr

Glu

Leu

Arg

Leu

180

Ile

Asn

Arg

Asn

Asn

260

Ser

70

Ile Phe
85

Arg Ala

Ser Ser

Ser Ala

Leu Asn
150

Leu Ala
165

Gln Lys

His Tyr

Leu Arg

Gln Asp

230

Phe His
245

Asn Ser

Phe Lys

<210> SEQ ID NO 11

<211> LENGTH:

<212> TYPE:
<213> ORGANISM:

PRT

<400> SEQUENCE:

Met

1

Gln

Pro

Ala

Ile

65

Glu

Ala

Phe

Phe

Ala
145

Ser

Thr

Ser

Ser

50

Val

Lys

His

Asp

Ser

130

Ala

His

Ser

Phe

35

Phe

Gly

Tyr

Ala

Asp
115

Ala

Leu

Ala

Ser

20

Arg

Thr

Pro

Pro

Gly

100

Asp

Pro

Arg

355

Cys

Ala

Ser

Pro

135

Ala

Gly

Gly

Glu

Gly

215

Ile

Gly

Gln

Asp

Ala

Ala

Phe

120

Ile

Glu

Leu

Thr

Asp

200

Gln

Met

Phe

Thr

Tyr
280

Pro

Gln

105

Val

Thr

Glu

Tyr

Val

185

Ser

Ile

Asp

Thr

Arg

265

Val

Ostreococcus tauri

11

Leu Met

Arg Ile

Ala Ala

Pro Pro

Gly Val

70

Gly Ala

85

Leu Thr

Glu Pro

Pro Ser

Tyr Trp
150

Ser

Arg

Ala

Gly

Leu

Val

Ser

Ser

Gly
135

Asn

Ala

Lys

Ala

40

Ala

Gly

Val

Ile

Ala
120

Ser

Gly

Arg

Arg

25

Ala

Arg

Ser

Val

Gly

105

Asn

Asp

Gly

Pro

90

Arg

Tyr

Glu

Glu

Ala

170

Asp

Ala

Phe

Ile

Lys

250

Glu

Ser

Ala

10

Ser

Ser

Glu

Arg

Gly

90

Val

Arg

Asp

Gly

75

Ser

Trp

Asp

Lys

Val

155

Arg

Ala

Asp

Met

Met

235

Ser

Arg

Thr

His

Cys

Thr

His

Ile

75

Gln

Ser

Met

Tyr

Ala
155

Gly

Asn

Val

Gly

140

Leu

Asp

Arg

Leu

Gly

220

Met

Asp

Leu

Leu

Val

Thr

Ser

Asp

Ala

Thr

Pro

Phe

Ala

140

Phe

Ser

Gly

His

125

Thr

Lys

Arg

Pro

Cys

205

Cys

His

Gly

Gly

Thr

Ser

Ser

45

Arg

Arg

Asn

Arg

Pro
125

Gly

Ala

Glu

Glu

110

Asp

Ser

Val

Gly

Asp

190

Ile

Asp

Ser

Pro

Trp
270

Asn

Lys

30

Ala

Asp

Val

Thr

Thr
110
Tyr

Glu

Phe

Asn

95

Gly

Asn

Pro

Asp

Ala

175

His

Glu

Asn

Gly

Leu

255

Gln

Val

15

His

Val

Leu

Trp

Thr

95

Lys

Val

Val

Thr

80

Tyr

Ser

Gly

Arg

Gly

160

His

Phe

Ile

Thr

Lys

240

Gly

Pro

Ile

Phe

Cys

Leu

Leu

80

Asn

Asp

Ile

Glu

Ser
160
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50

Ser

Ser

Lys

Ala

Thr

225

Tyr

Lys

Asp

Arg

Ser

305

Ser

Ala

Ile

Ser

Glu

Ala

Gly

210

Pro

Glu

Ser

Ile

Ala

290

Asn

Phe

Ser

Ala

Ala

Thr

Glu

195

Leu

Ser

Asp

Ala

Ala

275

Pro

Asp

Glu

Glu

Thr
355

Val

Tyr

180

Arg

Tyr

Ile

Ala

Val

260

Arg

Ser

Arg

Thr

Lys
340

Tyr

165

Asp

Ile

His

Asp

Ala

245

Tyr

Val

Phe

Thr

Phe

325

Arg

<210> SEQ ID NO 12

<211> LENGTH:

<212> TYPE:
<213> ORGANISM:

PRT

<400> SEQUENCE:

Met Arg Ala Ser

1
His

Ala

Asp

Ala

65

Thr

Pro

Phe

Pro

Phe

145

Ala

Thr

Val

Arg

50

Arg

Asn

Arg

Pro

Gly
130

Ala

Cys

Ala

Ala

35

Asn

Val

Thr

Thr

Tyr

115

Glu

Phe

Asp

Arg

20

Ala

Leu

Trp

Asp

Lys

100

Val

Val

Thr

Glu

344

Lys

Leu

Val

Ser

Ser

230

Asp

Leu

Ala

Thr

Arg

310

Met

Pro

Asn

Gly

Leu

Asp

215

Arg

Leu

Gly

Val

Lys

295

Thr

Thr

Val

Glu

Thr

Asp

200

Arg

Ala

Cys

Thr

Glu

280

Thr

Ala

Arg

Gly

Ser

Asn

185

Ala

Gly

Asp

Val

Asp

265

Ser

Glu

Leu

Val

Trp
345

Ostreococcus tauri

12

Ser

Lys

Ala

Leu

Leu

Ala

85

Asp

Val

Ala

Ser

Glu
165

Ala

Thr

Ser

Val

Ser

Ala

Phe

Phe

Ala

Ser

150

Ser

Ser

Ser

Thr

Val

55

Asn

His

Gly

Ser

Ala
135

Ser

Glu

Pro

Arg

Ser

40

Gly

Phe

Asp

Ala

Ala

120

Leu

Ala

Val

Arg

Glu

25

Asp

Pro

Pro

Gly

Asp

105

Pro

Lys

Val

Tyr

Gly

170

Pro

Gly

Ala

Ala

Ala

250

Gly

Gly

Gly

Gly

Asn

330

Ala

Ala

Lys

Ala

Gly

Gly

Leu

90

Asp

Pro

Tyr

Tyr

Glu
170

Asp

Arg

Gly

His

Leu

235

Ala

Val

Ala

Pro

Trp

315

Ala

Pro

His

Ala

Pro

Val

Ala

75

Arg

Pro

Ser

Trp

Lys

155

Ile

Ala

Val

Val

Lys

220

Val

Met

Pro

Tyr

Ile

300

Ala

Arg

Lys

Arg

Ser

Gly

Leu

60

Val

Ser

Thr

Gly

Asp

140

Asn

Gly

Cys

Asp

Val

205

Tyr

Asn

Asn

Ile

Gly

285

Gly

Pro

Asp

Gly

Ala

Ser

Pro

45

Gly

Val

Val

Ala

Ser
125
Gly

Glu

Thr

Asp

Arg

190

Cys

Phe

Leu

Asn

Thr

270

Ala

Arg

Lys

Ala

Ser
350

Phe

Arg

30

Phe

Ser

Val

Gly

Thr

110

Glu

Ser

Ala

Asn

Glu

175

Leu

Arg

Ile

Ile

Gly

255

Arg

Asp

Val

Tyr

Tyr

335

Ala

Pro

15

Ser

Gly

Arg

Gly

Val

95

Arg

Asp

Gly

Gly

Pro
175

Asp

Leu

Leu

Lys

His

240

Ser

Gly

Ala

Met

Val

320

Ser

His

Ser

Arg

Asp

Ile

Gln

80

Thr

Arg

Tyr

Ala

Glu
160

Arg
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-continued

52

225

Met

Pro

Tyr

Leu

Ser

305

Arg

Thr

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>

<400>

Asp

Val

Tyr

210

Asn

Thr

Ile

Gly

Gly

290

Pro

Asp

Pro

Arg

Cys

195

Phe

Leu

Lys

Thr

Ala

275

Arg

Arg

Ser

Ala

Leu

180

Arg

Ile

Ile

Gly

Arg

260

Asp

Ala

Tyr

Tyr

Gly

340

PRT

SEQUENCE :

Met Ala Ala Val

1

Pro

Pro

Arg

Glu

65

Ser

Gly

Lys

Glu

Gly
145
Arg

Pro

Cys

Gly

Ala

Leu

50

Ser

Asp

Thr

Asp

Ser

130

Ala

Gly

Asp

Val

Val

Ala

Val

Arg

Asp

Gly

Gly

115

Pro

Gly

Ala

Ala

Arg

Leu

20

Thr

Ala

Arg

Tyr

Gly

100

Glu

Arg

Gly

His

Leu
180

Ala

Leu Lys

Leu Ala

Lys Thr

His Tyr

230

Ala Lys
245

Glu Ala

Ala Ala

Met Ser

Glu Ser
310

Ala Pro
325

Ala Arg

SEQ ID NO 13
LENGTH:
TYPE :
ORGANISM: Micromonas pusilla

294

13

Ser Glu

Gly Ser

Val Ile

Leu Gly

Phe Pro

70

Thr Ala
85

Phe Val

Asp Cys

Ala Asp

Cys Val

150

Met Tyr
165

Val Asn

Leu Ser

Ala

Gly

Ser

215

Glu

Ser

Ile

Ala

Asn

295

Phe

Trp

His

Ser

Leu

Gly

Ile

55

Phe

Glu

Phe

Asp

Lys

135

Val

Phe

Leu

Ala

Glu

Leu

200

Ser

Asp

His

Ala

Pro

280

Ser

Glu

Asn

Val

Cys

Val

Gln

40

Ser

Val

Val

Thr

Glu

120

Leu

Arg

Leu

Val

Gln

Lys

185

Tyr

Leu

Ala

Ile

Arg

265

Ala

Arg

Ser

Ala

Cys

Cys

25

Thr

Pro

Val

Glu

Ser

105

Thr

Leu

Leu

Lys

His

185

Leu

Val

His

Asp

Ala

Tyr

250

Val

Phe

Thr

Phe

Pro
330

Arg

10

Gln

Asn

Arg

Phe

Ala

Ser

Thr

Asn

Ser

Thr
170

Tyr

Glu

Val

Ser

Ser

Asp

235

Leu

Ser

Thr

Lys

Ala

315

Thr

Asp

Arg

Thr

Leu

Ser

75

Ala

Thr

Ala

Ala

Gly
155
Pro

Glu

Gly

Leu

Glu

Arg

220

Leu

Gly

Val

Lys

Thr

300

Leu

Arg

Leu

Trp

Asp

Lys

60

Ala

Leu

Ala

Gln

Glu

140

Leu

Thr

Asp

Ser

Asp

Arg

205

Ala

Cys

Thr

Glu

Thr

285

Glu

Arg

Ser

Leu

Leu

Ala

45

Ala

Pro

Lys

Val

Phe

125

Ala

Tyr

Leu

Ala

Ser

Ala

190

Gly

Asp

Phe

Asp

Ser

270

Asp

Leu

Gln

Arg

Val

Lys

30

Ser

Asp

Pro

Leu

Tyr

110

Gln

Ala

His

Ala

Ala
190

Glu

Gly

Ala

Ala

Ala

Gly

255

Gly

Gly

Asp

Gly

Gly
335

Val

15

Thr

His

Ala

Ser

Trp

Ala

Ile

Val

Ser

Ser

175

Ala

Gly

Gly

His

Leu

Ala

240

Val

Val

Pro

Trp

Ala

320

Trp

Gly

Phe

Glu

Gly

Gly

80

Asp

Gly

Gly

Leu

Gln
160
Arg

Ala

Gly
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-continued

54

Glu

225

Pro

Pro

Lys

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>

<400>

Ile

210

Glu

Glu

Gln

Glu

Lys
290

195

Phe

Ala

Phe

Thr

Phe

275

Asn

Leu

Cys

Ser

Arg

260

Val

Thr

PRT

SEQUENCE :

Met Ser Ser Cys

1

Arg

Lys

Ala

65

Gly

Asp

Gly

Gly

Leu

145

Gln

Asn

Ala

Gly

Met

225

Glu

Gln

Gly

Phe

Glu

50

Gly

Ser

Gly

Lys

Glu

130

Ala

Arg

Ala

Cys

Glu
210
Val

Phe

Thr

Ser

Pro

35

Arg

Asp

Glu

Ser

Asp

115

Ser

Ala

Gly

Asp

Val

195

Val

Glu

Thr

Arg

Pro

20

Ala

Leu

Glu

Asp

Gly

100

Gly

Pro

Gly

Ala

Gly

180

Asp

Phe

Cys

Glu

Glu
260

Ala Thr

Leu Ala
230

Val Ser
245
Glu Lys

Ala Ala

Trp Ser

SEQ ID NO 14
LENGTH:
TYPE :
ORGANISM: Micromonas pusilla

293

14

Thr Phe

Leu Ser

Ala Ser

Leu Ser

Gln Tyr
70

Tyr Ala
85

Ala Phe

Glu Pro

Arg Ala

Gly Ser
150

His Met
165

Leu Val

Val Leu

Leu Ala

Cys Leu
230

Asp Asn
245

Lys Leu

Asp

215

Cys

Asp

Leu

Gly

Ala

Ala

Val

Leu

55

Pro

Ala

Val

Cys

Asp

135

Val

Tyr

Asn

Val

Thr
215
Glu

Gly

Gly

200

Gly

Pro

Gly

Gly

Ala
280

Thr

Arg

Ile

Gly

Phe

Glu

Phe

Asp

120

Arg

Val

Phe

Leu

Ala

200

Asp

Ser

Pro

Trp

Val

Asp

Pro

Trp

265

Lys

Pro

Ala

25

Gly

Val

Val

Val

Thr

105

Glu

Leu

Arg

Leu

Ile

185

Gln

Gly

Asp

Leu

Val
265

Pro

Ala

Leu

250

Glu

Asp

Arg

10

Ala

Gln

Phe

Val

Glu

90

Ser

Ser

Leu

Leu

Lys

170

His

Phe

Val

Ala

Gly
250

Pro

Val

Tyr

235

Gly

Pro

Ser

Val

Arg

Thr

Pro

Phe

75

Ala

Ser

Thr

Lys

Ala

155

Thr

Tyr

Glu

Pro

Tyr
235

Lys

Val

Thr

220

Asp

Lys

Val

Phe

Glu

Ser

Asn

Arg

60

Ser

Ala

Thr

Pro

Ala

140

Gly

Pro

Glu

Gly

Val
220
Asp

Ser

His

205

Arg

Asp

Ser

Tyr

Tyr
285

Val

Ser

Thr

45

Leu

Ala

Leu

Ala

Gln

125

Glu

Leu

Ser

Asp

Arg

205

Thr

Gly

Met

Ala

Glu

Gly

Met

Pro

270

Pro

Ile

Ser

30

Asp

Lys

Pro

Lys

Val

110

Phe

Ala

Tyr

Leu

Ala

190

Thr

Arg

Asn

Asn

Ser
270

Lys

Ala

Thr

255

Ser

Pro

Arg

15

Ser

Thr

Glu

Pro

Tyr

95

Tyr

Glu

Ala

His

Ala

175

Ala

Gly

Lys

Met

Asn
255

Phe

Met

Met

240

Asn

Phe

Lys

Ser

Ser

Ser

Lys

Ser

80

Trp

Ala

Ile

Val

Ser

160

Ser

Ala

Gly

Glu

Pro
240

Pro

Val
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-continued

56

Glu Phe Val Glu Ala Gly Ala Thr Asp Ser Phe Tyr Pro Lys Arg Arg

275

Lys Ser Thr Trp Lys

290

<210> SEQ ID NO 15

<211> LENGTH:

<212> TYPE:
<213> ORGANISM:

PRT

<400> SEQUENCE:

Met

1

Thr

Gly

Ala

Ser

65

Ser

Leu

Leu

Arg

Ser

145

Pro

Ala

Leu

Glu

225

Leu

Thr

Asp

Pro

Phe
305

Arg

Ser

Arg

Val

Ala

Ile

Ser

Val

Ala

Ser

130

Thr

Pro

Leu

Cys

Val

210

Glu

Tyr

Val

Ala

Phe
290
Glu

Pro

Gly

Pro

Thr

Gln

35

Ala

Asp

Leu

Val

Ser

115

His

Leu

Ser

Trp

Ala

195

Pro

Ala

His

Ala

Ala

275

Arg

Asp

Val

Lys

Arg

Thr

20

Val

Ile

Gly

Ala

Gly

100

Val

Glu

Pro

Gly

Asp

180

Val

Val

Val

Lys

Arg

260

Ala

Gly

Met

Ser

Arg
340

380

280

Chlamydomonas reinhardtii

15

Ser

Phe

Ser

Ala

Gly

Gly

85

Pro

Gln

Arg

Pro

Ser

165

Gly

Asp

Gly

Leu

Phe

245

Pro

Leu

Arg

Val

Phe
325

Val

Cys

Thr

Ala

Ser

Ala

70

Ala

Gly

Gly

Leu

Asn

150

Glu

Ser

Asp

Ala

Ala

230

Arg

Gly

Ala

Ala

Glu
310

Thr

Asp

Leu

Ser

Gln

Val

55

Ala

Val

Val

Gly

Arg

135

Lys

Asp

Gly

Gly

Gly

215

Ala

Gly

Gly

Ala

Phe
295
Tyr

Gly

Asn

Ser

Thr

Leu

40

Ala

Arg

Ala

Leu

Thr

120

Ala

Lys

Tyr

Ser

Gly

200

Pro

Gly

Ala

Tyr

Ala

280

Leu

Cys

Thr

Ser

Ala

Cys

25

Asn

Pro

Gly

Gly

Gly

105

Ala

Met

Tyr

Val

Phe

185

Ser

Ser

Gly

His

Val

265

Ile

Gly

Phe

Phe

Gly
345

Ser

10

Ile

Ile

Leu

Ser

Ser

90

Ser

Thr

Gly

Ser

Ala

170

Ile

Ala

Thr

Asn

Thr

250

Val

Leu

Thr

Ala

Pro
330

Thr

Pro

Pro

Ser

Gly

Val

75

Pro

Val

Gly

Leu

Phe

155

Asp

Phe

Thr

Asp

Val

235

Phe

Asn

Arg

Asp

Gly

315

Asp

Ser

Thr

Arg

Arg

Met

60

Ala

Ser

Leu

Leu

Thr

140

Val

Ile

Thr

Asp

Lys

220

Leu

Phe

Leu

Gly

Gly

300

Gly

Gly

Gln

285

Ser

Pro

Arg

45

Thr

Ala

Asn

Gly

Thr

125

Pro

Ala

Lys

Ser

Glu

205

Leu

Arg

Ile

Leu

Asp

285

His

Ala

Gly

Ala

Ser

Arg

30

Ser

Phe

Ala

Leu

Arg

110

Asn

Ala

Phe

Ser

Ser

190

His

Arg

Leu

Lys

His

270

Gly

Pro

Phe

Lys

Leu
350

Val

15

Ala

Ala

Pro

Ala

Asp

95

Asp

Thr

Thr

Ala

Ala

175

Met

Cys

Gly

Val

Gln

255

Tyr

Ser

Val

Glu

Thr
335

Gly

Ala

Ala

Ser

Gly

Thr

80

Leu

Trp

Asp

Arg

Ala

160

Leu

Ser

Pro

Ala

Gly

240

Gly

Glu

Gly

Thr

Arg
320

Gly

Gly



US 9,441,217 B2
57

-continued

Trp Lys Pro Lys Tyr Glu Ser Phe Gln Ser Phe Met Ala Ala Gly Gly
355 360 365

Ala Asp Tyr Tyr Asn Thr Ser Gly Leu Lys Trp Asn
370 375 380

<210> SEQ ID NO 16

<211> LENGTH: 292

<212> TYPE: PRT

<213> ORGANISM: Phaeodactylum tricornutum

<400> SEQUENCE: 16

Met Ala Thr Lys Thr Ser Ser Gly Cys Ala Val Ile Gly Val Gly Val
1 5 10 15

Leu Gly Thr Ser Leu Cys Gln Gln Ile Leu Ser Ala Pro Glu Phe Asp
20 25 30

Gly Ile Lys Leu Thr Gly Ile Thr Lys Thr Thr Thr Asn His Asn Ala
35 40 45

Ile Arg Glu Lys Val Gly Met Asp Ser Glu Asp Arg Phe Gln Leu Leu
Thr Thr Asp Glu Cys Glu Gly Thr Glu Thr Lys Phe Lys His Ile Val
65 70 75 80

Phe Cys Ala Pro Pro Ser Gly Ser Glu Asp Tyr Pro Ala Asp Val Arg
85 90 95

Lys Ser Ala Asp Thr Leu Trp Ala Gly Pro Glu Glu Gly Gly Val Phe
100 105 110

Val Phe Thr Ser Ser Gly Ala Val Tyr Gly Pro Gly Asp Ser Arg Thr
115 120 125

Val Ser Glu Thr Ser Asp Ile Ala Asp Pro Glu Ser Ser Val Arg Val
130 135 140

Gly Arg Leu Val Lys Ala Glu Lys Ala Ala Leu Asp Ala Gly Gly Cys
145 150 155 160

Val Leu Arg Leu Ala Gly Leu Tyr Asn Leu Asp Arg Gly Ala His Asn
165 170 175

Phe Trp Leu Thr Ser Gly Lys Pro Ile Ser Gly Leu Pro Glu Gly Ile
180 185 190

Ile Asn Leu Leu His Tyr Glu Asp Ala Ala Ser Ala Cys Leu Ser Ala
195 200 205

Leu Lys Ala Gly Ser Ser Val Cys Glu Gly Arg Ala Phe Ile Ile Ser
210 215 220

Asp Gly His Pro Leu Thr Arg Lys Gln Ile Cys Glu Ser Ala Leu Gln
225 230 235 240

Ala Lys Thr Tyr Lys Asp Cys Ala Met Pro Thr Phe Ala Ser Glu Asn
245 250 255

Leu Asn Gly Met Ala Leu Gly Lys Val Tyr Asp Gly Ser Ser Ser Asn
260 265 270

Lys Ala Leu Glu Trp Ser Pro Arg Phe Glu Ser Phe Asp Thr Phe Met
275 280 285

Asn Ser Met Ala
290

<210> SEQ ID NO 17

<211> LENGTH: 274

<212> TYPE: PRT

<213> ORGANISM: Thalassiosira pseudonana

<400> SEQUENCE: 17
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-continued

60

Met Ala Val

Arg Ala Phe

Gly Cys Gly

35

Pro Asp Phe
50

Arg His Asp

Arg Phe Ala

Asn Ser Phe

Asp Tyr Pro

115

Pro Ser Ser
130

Glu Gly Leu
145

Ala Glu Ala

Cys Ile Ala

Leu Glu Arg

195

Val Gln Gly
210

Ala Ala Ser
225

Ser Lys Gln

Gly Ile Cys

Asn Leu

<210> SEQ I
<211> LENGT.
<212> TYPE:
<213> ORGAN

Leu Ser Leu Leu Thr

Ser Thr Pro Gln Pro

20

Val Leu Gly Thr Ser

40

Ser Ser Arg Ser Ile

55

Ala Ile Arg Ala Glu

Val Leu Thr Met Asp

85

Lys Asp Val Val Phe

100

Gln Ala Val Lys Asp

120

Gly Gly Ser Phe Val

135

Asp Gly Glu Thr Val
150

Asn Pro Arg Gln Gly

165

Leu Gly Gly Cys Ala

180

Gly Ala His Asn Tyr

200

Arg Glu Asp Gly Ile

215

Ala Cys Leu Ala Ala
230

Thr Tyr Leu Ile Ser

245

Glu Ser Ala Leu Lys

260

D NO 18

H: 1397
DNA

ISM: Oryza

<400> SEQUENCE: 18

ctgctecaat

ccteceggeyg

caccccaaca

caacctctcee

cectegecee

ctcegacatt

ggtagctgag

cacagatcac

ttttecteag

ccactctect

accaccgcecce

ccgacctete

accgcagetyg

geegecgegy

gttggcaaga

aaatggcagg

cacaacgaat

aaggttccat

sativa

cegtttgect

geegegegat

gacctegace

ccegegeaca

ttcteggggt

acgatttget

aggaacatcc

tgtcgaatat

atgttatttt

Ala

Ile

25

Leu

Thr

Val

Asp

Cys

105

Ala

Phe

Asn

Arg

Leu

185

Trp

Val

Leu

Asp

Ser
265

Leu

10

Thr

Cys

Ala

Gly

Val

90

Ala

Ala

Thr

Glu

Leu

170

Arg

Leu

Asn

Gln

Gly

250

Ala

Leu

Ser

Lys

Ile

Asp

Leu

Pro

Thr

Ser

Ser

155

Ile

Leu

Glu

Leu

Val

235

Asn

Arg

gatccgatce

dggceggegcec

cgtetecace

tegectecte

gtctgatgat

gattgttgge

aggatgcaaa

tggcatcatt

ctgtgetece

Val Leu Ser

Asp Leu Ala
30

Gln Leu Leu
45

Thr Lys Thr
60

Gly Asp Asp

Ala Gln Tyr

Pro Ser Gly
110

Gln Leu Trp
125

Ser Gly Gly
140

Ser Pro Thr

Asn Ala Glu

Ala Gly Leu
190

Lys Cys Thr
205

Leu His Tyr
220

Gly Pro Asp

Pro Thr Thr

Trp Phe Glu
270

ccteacctee
geegteteca
accaccgece
ctectetege
acaggggtca
cctggagtge
gtttttggece
cecctecttga

ccatctegtt

Pro Ala
15

Ile Val

Ser His

Thr Gly

Thr Asp

Ser Gly
95

Phe Asp

Ser Gly

Val Tyr

Leu Asp
160

Arg Glu
175

Tyr Thr

Glu Gly

Asp Asp

Val Asn

240

Arg Lys
255

Gly Glu

gtcectgett
gectgettge
cctteteegt
gecgeecteg
agatggctgyg
ttggtcgact
agaccgcaag
agggatccac

cggatgatta

60

120

180

240

300

360

420

480

540
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62

-continued
cectggggat gtgagagtag ctgcctcaaa ttggactggt gaaggctett tcegtttttac 600
atcaagtact gctctgtacg attgtagtga caacgaattyg tgcaatgagg attgcccate 660
tgtgccaatt ggcagaagcc ctcgtactga cgtecttcecta aaagcagaga atgttgttcet 720
tgaggcagga ggctgtgtcce tcaggctage aggactctat aaaatagata gaggtgctca 780
ttttttttgg ttgaggaaag gaactttgga cacacgacca gatcatatta tcaatcaaat 840
tcattatgag gatgctgett cccttgcaat tgccataatg aaaaagggac acaggggtcg 900
aatctttttyg ggctgtgaca ataagcctcet ttccaggcaa gaaataatgg actctgttaa 960
cagaagtgga aaatttgaca cgaagttcca aggttttact ggtacagatg gtccactggg 1020
taagaagatg gagaattcga gaactcgttc tgagattggt tgggagccca agtatccaag 1080
cttcacagaa ttccttggte ttgacagttg acatgcttgt gtatgcttgce aaaaatcttce 1140
aactctaaat gaacagcaac acgttgtgaa ccagttattt tgttttgttt ccattgcgtt 1200
ttttttaaaa gacgtaaata ctgtatatct tgttctgcta tgtgcttata tcagttagceg 1260
ttctaagtct gaccgttgta caatggtttc ggccagagaa atatttccac ccgtgtcatg 1320
ttggcctegt tectggtcegt ccaacatcta tttgtctett tgtaaccaca tttgttatga 1380
aaacttggtt tccttte 1397
<210> SEQ ID NO 19
<211> LENGTH: 1425
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Sorghum bicolor
<400> SEQUENCE: 19
tactggaact cgatccactg tccatcttee cegtctacte tttectcace gtcacactgt 60
cgecgecgee gecgegaccg cgaccecgece ggecgacgag atgagagecyg ccgetgegge 120
ctecttecat ctggcaccceg ctacgaaccce ggeccatcee cgeggcteca cgacagacte 180
ctgttecctyg aaacctgcac cgactgetca gecacctege cteegttege tegeccgecyg 240
cgegectete gtcetgegect ctectcegggat atctcatgat aaagggtcetyg atatttccga 300
ccccaatgtt gttggecaga atgatttact gattgtggge ccetggtgtte ttggacgaat 360
tgtagctgag aagtggcaaa aggagcatcc aggttgcaaa gtttatggec agactgcaag 420
caagaatcat cacagtgagt taacagatct tggcatcatc ccctcattga aaggcaccac 480
tattcatcag aaggttccac atgttatttt ctgcgctecee cegtecagtt cagatgatta 540
tcctggggat gttagattgg cagcatcaaa ttggagtggt gaaggatctt tcctgtttac 600
atcaagtaca gctctgtatg actgcagtga caacagcatyg tgcaacgagyg attgttegte 660
agtgccaatt ggcaggagcc ctcgtactga tgtacttcta aaagtggaaa atgttgttcet 720
tgaggcagga ggctgtgttc ttaggctage tggactttat aagatagaca gaggtgctca 780
tgttttctgg ttgaggaaag gaacgttaga cacaagacca gatcatatca tcaatcagat 840
tcattatgag gatgccgett cccttgecagt agcaatcatg aaaaagagac tgcggagtcg 900
gatatttttyg ggctgtgaca acaagcccct ttccaggcaa gagataatgg atgcetgttaa 960
caaaagtggg aaatttgaca cgaagtttga aggctttact ggtactgacg gtccattggg 1020
gaagagaatg gagaattcga aaactcgggc tgagatcggt tgggaaccga agtatccaag 1080
cttcaccgaa ttccttggta tcagcagtta acatccttge atacttgtca gttactctga 1140
ctcagctgtg tagcaaccac gattagattg taccatcgtt tgaatttgat aatggtctca 1200
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actggtgagg gtgcatatct tagtctactc cgggcctgtce ctcagtattt tttgattcte 1260
acactttttg tgttgtgaac cagactgatg caaccccacc cctccaggca acatatatat 1320
actgtcacgt gagtcgattt gtcgatcatg aacatatact ctgccgacta ccgtggtegt 1380
ataactgcaa actagtttta aggtctggtc ctceccggccag caagt 1425
<210> SEQ ID NO 20
<211> LENGTH: 994
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Sorghum bicolor
<400> SEQUENCE: 20
atgtcecgeeg ccgcagecga ctectectee tettecteca teggaatace gegtgatgeg 60
geggttaget cgetcectegee cgagagegtce agcaacaacg atctgcetcat cgttgggecg 120
ggegtgceteyg gecggatcegt cgccgagatg tggaaacagg aatatccagg ttgcaaggtt 180
tgtggccaga ctgcaaccac agatcatcac agtgaattaa ctgacattgg tatcattcce 240
tcettgaaga ggtcegtage gggtcccaaa tttccaaatg ttattttetyg tgctecacca 300
tatcgttetyg aggattatge tggagatctg agaatagcag cttcecgaattyg gaatggagaa 360
ggttetttee tattcaccte gagtactgcet gtgtatgact gcagtgacaa tggattctge 420
ggtgaggatt ctecttgtgt atcgattggt cagagcccte gtactgatgt gettctaaaa 480
gctgaaaatyg ttgtecttga ggcaggggge tgtgttetta ggctagcagg actttacaaa 540
tcagatcgag gtcctcatgt ctattggttg tcaaaaggaa ccttggatgt gegtectgat 600
catatactca atctgataca ttatgaagat gcagcctcte ttgcaattge catcatgaaa 660
aagagattac ggagccgcat ctttgtggge tgtgacaatg agectctgte caggctagag 720
attatggacc gtgtcaacag aagcgggaaa tttgagacac agtttcaggyg cttcactggg 780
actgatggte cgctggggaa gaggatggag aactccaaaa ctcegggcaga gctceggatgg 840
cagceccaagt atccgagett tacagagttce cttggtcteca gcaatctceta actttcatge 900
gttgtcgeta aatacttgtg attaaagatg aatatactgg tacatgaaag aaacaatgac 960
aaatttgaag tggaatgttg gttcctcata ctac 994
<210> SEQ ID NO 21
<211> LENGTH: 1275
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Zea mays
<400> SEQUENCE: 21
cacatcgeeg ctgecgegac ccgcegggecg acgagatgag agecgecget geggectect 60
tccatetgge accegecacg aaaccggecce atcgecgegyg ctgcaccaca gagtectgtt 120
ccctgaagee tgcgecgact getceggecac ctegecteeg ctegetcegee ggecgggege 180
ctettgtetyg cgectetete gggatatcte atgataaagg gttcgacatt tctgacccca 240
atgttgttgg acagaatgat ttactgattg tgggccctgg tgttettggyg cgaatcatag 300
ctgagaagtyg gaaaaaggag catccaagtt gcaaagttta tggccagacc gcaagcaaaa 360
atcatcacaa cgagttaaca gatcttggca tcatccccte attgaaaggce accactgtte 420
atcagaaggt tccacatgtt attttctgeg ctecccegte tggttcagat gattacccta 480
gggatgtcag attggcagca tcaaattgga ctggtgaagg atctttectg tttacatcaa 540
gtacagctct gtatgattge agtgacaaca gcatgtgcaa cgaggattgt ctgtcagtge 600
caattggcag gagccctegt actgatatte ttctaaaagt ggaaaatgtt gttcttgagg 660
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caggaggctg tgttctcagg ctggctggac tttataagat agacagaggt gcacatgttt 720
tctggttgag gaaaggaact ttagacacac gaccagatca tatcatcaac cagattcatt 780
atgaggatgc tgcctecectt getgtagcaa tcatgaaaaa gggactgcegyg agtcgaatat 840
ttetgggttyg tgacaacaag ccccttteca ggcaagaaat aatggatget gttaacaata 900
gtggaaaatt tgacacgaag tttggaggct ttactggtac tgacggtcca ttggggaaga 960
gaatggagaa ttcaaaaact cgggctgaga tcggttggga accaaagtat ccaagcttca 1020
ccgaattecct tggtatcage agttaacatc cttgcatact gttcagttag tcectgactcag 1080
ctgagtagca accgtgatta gattgtacca tcgtttgaat ttttatggcc tgaaccggtg 1140
atggtgtaca tctcagccta ctttgggcct gtccccagta tttttgattt tcacactatt 1200
tgagctatga accagacaga tgccacccca tcccatcgga taatatatat tgtcacgtga 1260
gtggatttgt cgatc 1275
<210> SEQ ID NO 22
<211> LENGTH: 1365
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Zea mays
<400> SEQUENCE: 22
ctccaacgte cacgagacgc cgccacgeca teggcatggg cagggcagca gcaccactte 60
taccgegtee cattattgcce cagttccate tecatccceca ccatctegte caccagtegt 120
gtetteecta tetecacget accgecacctg tegecgecge ctecgeccte tttgeteeeg 180
geeccactte aagceccaage gtcegegtcet cecgeccgeg cegecacgec tegatgtecg 240
cegecgecga ttectectee tecattgtag tatcgggtga tgcageggtt agetegetcet 300
cgececgagag catcgagcac aacgatctge tcatagttgg gectggegtyg ctceggecgaa 360
tegtegetga gatgtggaaa caggaatatce caggttgcaa ggtttatgge cagactgcaa 420
ccacagatca tcacagtgaa ttgactgata ttggtatcat tcectecttyg aaggggtccg 480
taccgggtcce aaaatttcecca tatgttatct tctgtgetece tceccatatcgt tetgaggatt 540
atgctggaga tctgagagta gcagcttcaa attggaatgg aaaaggctct ttcctattca 600
cctegagtac tgctgtgtat gactgcagtg acaatggatt ctgcagtgag gattctectt 660
gtgtacccat tggtcaaagce actcgtactg atgtgcttcet aaaagctgaa aatgttgtec 720
ttgaggcagg cggctgtgtt cttaggctag taggacttta taaatcagat cggggtecte 780
atgtttactg gctgtcaaaa ggaaccttgg atgtgcgtece tgatcatata ctcaatctga 840
tacattatga agatgcagcc tctcttgtaa tttccatcat gaaaaagaga ttacggagcet 900
gecatctttgt gggttgtgac aacgagcctc tgtccaggcet agagatcatg gaccgtgtca 960
acagaagcag gaaatttgac acacagtttc atggcttcac tgggactgat ggtccgectgg 1020
ggaagaggat ggacaactcc aaaactcggg caaagcettgg atggcagecc aagtatccga 1080
gctttacaga gtteccttggt ctcagcaatc tctaacttte atgcgatgtc actaaatacc 1140
tgttattaaa gatgaatata ctgatacata aaagagatga tgacagattt ggaagtggaa 1200
tgttgtttge ttataccgca gttttcgact atcttttgat ttcttectgtt agatcttgta 1260
aagcattgca gcatggtgtg gcatgtacct gtgttgectt ctattcgctt ctgttaactce 1320
atgaaagcat tgacttcaat acctgttaat tgtttccatg gctte 1365

<210> SEQ ID NO 23
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<211> LENGTH: 1294
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Vitis vinifera
<400> SEQUENCE: 23
atgggcactce ttggttcgac aaccactcte tcetccgtact tcetectccaa getctecttt 60
tcctettegt ttcategget ccgcttcage gectccagat cgttectete tatcttcaga 120
aaccctaget ttcegtgcgaa acgcagtgtt tcaacagaca ctegtcetteg agtcagegeg 180
tegtecacge ttggtgcacce aaacgaagaa atggagactt cttettttgg tttggttgga 240
gagaatgacc ttctgattgt tggacctggt gttettggge gettggtage ggaaaaatgg 300
cgggaggaac atccaggatg tcaaatttat ggtcaaacta tgactacaga tcatcatgat 360
gaattggtta aaattgggat aaatccatct ttgaagggag tgaaaacaac tcatcagttt 420
ccatatgtca ttttetgtge tccaccctee cgeacctecag actaccctge ggatgttagg 480
ttggctgcat caaactggag tggtgaaggt tctttcectat tcacatctag ttctgcacca 540
tttgattgca atgacaatgg atcatgtgat gaggatggtce ctgtagtgec aattgggagg 600
agtcctagaa cagatgtcct tctaaatgca gaaaaaggag tactggagtt tggtggatgt 660
gttecttagat tggcaggact ttacaaagca gatagaggtg cacatgttta ttggttgaag 720
aaagggactg ttgaagcccg ccctgatcac atcctcaate ttatacacta tgaggatgca 780
gettetetag cagttgcaat tttgaagaag aaacggcatg gtcagatttt cttgggttgt 840
gataatcatc ccgtatccag gcaggaatta atggacttgg ttaataaaag cgggaaattce 900
agtaaaaagt ttgaggcttt tacaggaact agtgatcctt tgggtaagag attaaacaac 960
tcaaaaactc gtgaggaaat aggatggcag cctaaatacc caagcttctce gcagttcectt 1020
gagagtatct gagtaactgc tgcttctatt ttgtctttgg atttaatcca agtacggtge 1080
aaaaagcaca tggattgctt gaagatggag ttgctgacct ttcttttctt ggcttacatg 1140
gcaaaatcct gctgcaacta aaaatttgtc aatagtcaac atgtaaatgt gatcacaagt 1200
tacctagtga aaaaatatct tttggcacac atataattgt cccatggaca tttgcttgag 1260
ttcataattc ttaccttgtc tactatacgc ttta 1294
<210> SEQ ID NO 24
<211> LENGTH: 1214
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Populus trichocarpa
<400> SEQUENCE: 24
ctaacgttat cttcaatggc agcacctctt caagtctcag cgttctctac tattggtgca 60
agaaatgagg agttggggac cgcaagttct ggtettgttyg gggagaatga tttgctgatt 120
gttggtcetyg gtgttettgg tcegettagte getgagaaat ggcgccagga acatccgggt 180
tgtcaagttt atggccagac ggtgactaca gatcaccatg atgaattgat taaaatgggt 240
atcaatccat ctttgaaagg gactaaagca acacagcagt atccttatgt cattttetgt 300
gctecgectt ctegaactte ggattaccct ggtgatgtaa gagaagetge cttgagetgg 360
aatggggatg gttctttegt gtttacatca agctctgcac cgtatgattg ttttgacaat 420
ggacagtgca atgaggactc tccggtagtg cccattggga gaagccccag aacagatgtce 480
cttectgaaag cagaaaaagt ggtgctggag agtggtggtt gtgctattag attggcagga 540
ctttatatat ccttctcagt ccttaattat gtggatttca taaacaatag aggtgcgcat 600
gecttactggt tggagaaggg tactgttgaa gttegtcecag atcacatcct gaatcttatt 660
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cactatgagg atgctgcttc ccttgetgtt geaatcttga agaagaaact tcggagccgg 720
attttecttgg gttgtgacaa ccatccatta tctaggcaag aagttatgga cttggtcget 780
aaaagcggga agtttagcaa aaagtttgtg gectttacag ggacaagtga tcctttagge 840
aagagattaa acaactctaa gactcgcgag gagataggcet gggagccaga ataccctage 900
ttegetcatt ttettggtgt ctcaaaatag atgctatgece tgtcagcagt aatgtgatgg 960
catagagctg acgggaagtc cacggttgtg acggaaagga tgcttggtgce tggggcagcet 1020
gatttctacg tacctcacat ttgaaggcaa caaaccacct ccattttcac tatttttggt 1080
tagcagctgce aatgagaacc ggaaacctga acatgtattt gatactactc tttatgaata 1140
acaagtcttt agaaacgttt agattgtgtc tttgatctct tgtcttgcaa ataaaataca 1200
ctttcatttg attc 1214
<210> SEQ ID NO 25
<211> LENGTH: 1305
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Arabidopsis thaliana
<400> SEQUENCE: 25
tcttteccca cgccaactca atcttttteg tegtcaaaag ccaaagettt ttgetttttt 60
gtcttaatgg gtttcatcte ttgcatctca tttccgacga tcaattcaag aattctatceg 120
actcaccact tttccaagca ctcgacttca gegtettett catattcact taagtttget 180
ttgagacgtc aggaggataa acccaaagtc tegtttttte ttecattaac gtcttegtta 240
atggcgacce ctattcaagce ctettettece tecaccattg gtgagaccag tgatggettg 300
aaggtccagt ctcatgtttc aattggagca aacgatctge tgattgttgg accgggtgtt 360
cttggacgcet tagttgcaga acagtggaga caggaacatc cagagtctca aatctttggg 420
cagacagtaa caacaaatca tcatggtgag ttggagaatt tgggtatcaa accatctctt 480
aaaggaaccg aatatggggg aaagttctcce tatgtgatcet tttgtgctece accatcacaa 540
agcgetgatt atgctggtga agtcaggaat gcagcatcaa actggaatgyg cgaaggatca 600
ttcttattca catctagttc tgcaccttat gattgctttyg ataacggaga atgcaacgag 660
gattctcecag tagtgccact gggaaagagt ccaagaactg atgtgetttt gaaagctgaa 720
aaagtagtgt tggaatgtgg agggactgtc cttagactag cagggcttta cacagaaact 780
agaggtgcac atacttactg gttgagtaag gagacaattg atgctcgtcce tgatcatatt 840
ctaaatctca tacactatga ggatgcagca tcgetggcag ttgcaatcat gaagaagaaa 900
geeggtgete ggattttett gggttgtgac aaccatcctt tgtcaaggca agaggtgatg 960
gacctgatgg ctcaaagcgg aaaatttgat aagaagttca aaggttttac aagcaccagt 1020
ggtectttag ggaagaagct gaacaactct aagacacgag cggagatagg atgggagcecg 1080
aagtatccaa gectttgccca attttttgga gtatcgacat aatattttta cttggattga 1140
ttaagaatgt ctctagcgct gaagaatcca ataatgtgaa gcattattta tgtttggtac 1200
aaacaaactc atgtatcctc ttgagtgatc aaacagctga aattttcaga attcttcata 1260
aagctccatg gttcatatat ataaatcata ttttgttaat ttact 1305

<210> SEQ ID NO 26
<211> LENGTH: 864

<212> TYPE:

DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Ricinus communis
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<400> SEQUENCE: 26
atggctaacce cttttcaagt ttctgettet tctacaatgg gtgcaacgaa tgaggaattg 60
gatgctgttt cttctagtct tgttggagag aatgatcttt tgattgttgg tcctggtgtt 120
cttggeegtt tagtagctga gaaatggegt caagaacatce ctggttgtca agtttatggg 180
cagacattga ctacagatca ccatgacgag ttgatcaaaa tagggatcaa tccatctttg 240
aagggaacta aaccaattca tcagtttcct tatgtcatat tcetgtgctece tccctegega 300
acatctgact accctggtga tgtcagggaa getgctttaa getggaatgg agaaggttcet 360
ttecttattta catcgagetce tgcaccatat gactgctatg acaacggaga ttgtgatgag 420
gactctecag tagtgccaat tgggcgaagce ccgaggacag acgtgcttet aaaggcagaa 480
aaagtagtgc tggagagtga tggctgtgte tacaaagcag atagaggtgce acatgtttat 540
tggttgcaga aggggattgt agaagttcgt cctgatcaca tcttaaatct tatacactat 600
gaggatgcag cttctectcete cattgcaatc ttgaagaaga aattccatgg gcgaattttt 660
ttgggttgtyg ataatcatcc attatccagg caggaagtga tggacttggt tgctaaaagt 720
gggaaattta gtaaaaagtt tgaggccttt actggaaccyg gtgatccttc aggcaagaga 780
ttgaacaact cgaaaactcg agaggaagta ggatgggagce caaattaccce tagectttget 840
cattttettg gggtgtctga ctaa 864
<210> SEQ ID NO 27
<211> LENGTH: 1225
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Physcomitrella patens
<400> SEQUENCE: 27
agagcttgge gtagegtegt cggccatttt ggagtttett accacgatct ctcactattt 60
gcagceggegt cgcagetcegt tcaatcgatce gtgatttegt tgccgagatt ategtttget 120
aggttgegtt cagacgcgtc aggtgcggag cgaaaatgte ggggaaggaa acggagttag 180
agtgtaacga agaaaggagt caaattacga ccaactccca tgctgatttg ctggttgttg 240
gacctggagt gcttggtagt cttgtaggcce gacgttggtt agagctgcat gaagggtgta 300
gagttgtggyg acagacgaat accaccaacc gacatgaaga attgctgtcg cteggcattt 360
ttccagtcac aaaggattct cattctggag acaaatttcee ttatgtgata ttctgegete 420
caccgtetgg tagtgagaat tacgcagcag aagtcaggge agcagctcag aggtggaatg 480
gggaggggte attgttattc acatctagca gttttgttta tgacgttcat gacaatggec 540
attgtgatga gagtgcgccce ataactgaga aaggaacgag ccctegtggyg gatagattge 600
tgaatgcgga ggaggaggtt ttgaaggtcg atggaaacgt tgtacgattyg gcaggcectat 660
atgctecggga tcegtggagceg cacatgtact ggcttcaaaa aggaacagta gatgccagge 720
ccgaccattt tttgaatctt attcattatg aggactcggce tgatttgtge atcgaaattt 780
tgcggaaaaa tctacgtggt caaatcttca tgggttgtga taacacacct gtttctagge 840
aggacattat ggacatcatg atgcacagtg gtaaatttgce aggaaatttc catggattca 900
ctaaaagtga tggtcctectce gggaaaaaga tgaataacag tcaaactagyg gaaagacttg 960
ggtggcaacc aaagtacaat agcttcaagg attacgttag caccttgtga ggatgcggtce 1020
tgttatctca ttgtcgtcga ctttcattct gtagacattt taagacaatt ttctgcccta 1080
tttcecgecatg gtgacttegt taacctcatce acttggagaa tttttgtage atcttagaca 1140
gtgaattgat ttatcttatt tcatgtgtca tgggtgaatg ttttaaccat gccatgtcca 1200
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gtttgtggta aacgagcagt tattc 1225
<210> SEQ ID NO 28
<211> LENGTH: 1068
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Ostreococcus tauri
<400> SEQUENCE: 28
atgtcgcacyg ccttaatgag cgcccgegeg cacgttacga acgtcatcca aacctcetteg 60
cgcattegta agcegetegtg cacttcaaag cactttceega gtttcaggge ggcggeggceyg 120
gegtegacat ctteecgceegt gtgegegteg ttcaccecte cgggegeteg cgagcacgac 180
cgggacttge tcategtegg tccaggggtt ctaggttege gaatcgcegag ggtatggttg 240
gagaagtacc caggggcggt cgttgtcggg cagacgaaca cgacgaacgc gcacgccggyg 300
ttgacgtcca tcggggtgte gectcggacyg aaggattteg acgacgacga gccgagtgeg 360
aacaggatgt tccegtacgt tattttcage geaccgccga gegggagcega cgattacgeg 420
ggtgaggtag aggcggcgct gaggtattgg aacggcggag gggcegtttge gtttacgage 480
tcgagegegg tgtacaaaaa cgagagegge gacgegtgeg atgaggatag cgaaacgtac 540
gatttaggaa cgaacccgceg agtcgatcge ttgctcaagg cagagcegcat cgttcectcgac 600
gegggeggygy ttgtttgeeg attggecggt ctgtaccact cggaccgegg ggegcacaag 660
tacttcatca agacgccttc gatcgactcet cgegecgacyg cgttggtgaa cttgatccac 720
tacgaggacg ccgccgatct gtgcgtegee gegatgaaca acgggtcgaa gtctgeggtyg 780
taccteggta cggatggggt tccgatcacg cgaggcgata tegetcegegt cgcegtegag 840
agcggegegt acggegecga cgcgcegegeg cegtegttea ccaaaaccga gggeccgate 900
ggtecgegtea tgtccaacga ccgaacgcga acggcegetceg gttgggcacce taaatacgtce 960
tctttecgaga cctttatgac gegcgtcaac gctegcgacg cgtactcgge gtcggagaag 1020
cgaccegteg ggtgggcgec aaagggcagce gcccacatcg cgacgtga 1068
<210> SEQ ID NO 29
<211> LENGTH: 1035
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Ostreococcus tauri
<400> SEQUENCE: 29
atgcgegett cgagegegte accgcegegeg caccgegegt tteectcegea caccgegcega 60
aagacgtcge gcgaaaaagce gtegtcetegg tetegegegyg tggeggegge gtcgactteg 120
gacgcaccygyg ggecgttcegg ggacgaccga aacctgeteg tegtceggacce cggtgttttg 180
ggctegegea tegegegegt gtggetgteg aacttecceyg gggeggtggt ggteggacag 240
acgaacaccg acgccgegca cgacggettg cgaagegteg gegtgacgece gcgaacgaag 300
gatttcggtyg cggacgatce cacggcgacg cggeggttte cctacgtegt tttcagegeg 360
ccaccgagtyg gcagtgagga ttacceggge gaagtcegegyg cggegttgaa gtattgggac 420
ggctegggeyg cgttegegtt tacgagetceg agcegceegtgt acaagaatga agecggcgag 480
gegtgcgacy aggagagtga agtttatgaa ataggcacca atcctegtgt cgatcggttg 540
ctgaaggcgg aaaaagtcgt gttagacget ggtggtgtgyg tgtgtcegatt agecgggcete 600
tatcactceg agcgaggcgce gcacaagtac ttcatcaaga cgtectceget cgattctege 660
geegacgect tggtgaattt aattcactac gaagacgccg cegatctgtg cttegecgeg 720
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atgacgaaag gagcaaagtc tcacatttat cteggcaccyg acggcgtcecce gatcacccge 780
gaggcgateyg cgegegtcete cgtggagtcet ggegtctacyg gegccgacge cgecgegece 840
gecttcacca aaaccgacgg cccgeteggt cgegecatgt ccaactcccg caccaagacce 900
gagctcgatt ggtcgecteg gtacgaatct ttcgaatctt tegegttgeg tcagggcegeg 960
cgegactegt acgegecctg gaacgegecg acgegttege gegggtggac cccegeggge 1020
gcgegtcacg tgtga 1035
<210> SEQ ID NO 30
<211> LENGTH: 885
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Micromonas pusilla
<400> SEQUENCE: 30
atggcggegg tatccgagag ctgctgtege gatctecteg tegtaggece cggagttcete 60
ggcagtcteyg tgtgccaacyg atggctcaag acgtteccceg cggcgacggt gatcggecag 120
acgaacacgg acgcgtcgca cgageggttg gtegeccteg gaatctegece gegtttgaaa 180
geggacgegy gggagtceteg ccgatteceg ttegtegtet tecagegegece gecgtcecgga 240
agcgacgact acaccgccga ggtcgaagece gegetgaage tgtgggacgyg caccggtgga 300
ttegtgttea cgagcagcac cgcggtgtac gegggtaaag acggcgagga ctgcgacgag 360
accacggcge agttccaaat cggtgagtcee cecgagggegyg acaagttget gaacgcggaa 420
geegeggtte tgggegcecegg cgggtgegte gtgegectgt ceggtcetgta tcactcccaa 480
cgeggggeac acatgtactt tttgaagacce cecgacgttgg cgtecagacce cgacgegetg 540
gtgaaccteyg tgcactacga agacgccgeg gecgettgeg tgegegegtt atccgcegeag 600
ctegagggcea gceteggaggg tggcgagata ttectegeca cggacggegt gceccegttacyg 660
cgagagaaga tggtcgaggce gtgtctggeg tgecccgacyg cgtacgacga cggagcgatg 720
ccggagttta gegtgagega cgggccgetce gggaagagca tgacgaatcce gcaaacgcegce 780
gagaagcteyg gctgggagee ggtgtatcceg agettegteg agttegtege tgegggegeg 840
aaagactcgt tctatcctec gaagaagaag aacacgtgga gttag 885
<210> SEQ ID NO 31
<211> LENGTH: 882
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Micromonas pusilla
<400> SEQUENCE: 31
atgtcgaget gcactttege cactccacgt gtcgaagtga ttaggtcgeg gggatctcect 60
ctcagegega gagecgegeg ctectectee tegtccaaat tteecggegge ttceegtgate 120
ggtcagacaa ataccgacac ttcgcacgag aggctgetcet cecteggegt gttteccegg 180
ctgaaggaaa aggctgggga tgagcagtac cctttegteg tgttcagege gecgecttet 240
ggcagcgagyg actacgccge cgaggtcgag gcagcecectga agtactggga tggcagcegge 300
gettttgtet tcaccagcag cacggeggtg tatgccggca aggacggaga gecttgcgat 360
gagagcacge ctcagtttga gattggggag tcacctegeg cggatagget getgaaggece 420
gaggcggegy tgctggcecge gggtgggage gtegttegte tegegggact gtatcactca 480
cagcggggtyg ctcacatgta ctttctgaaa accccctete ttgcatccaa cgctgacggt 540
ctggtcaace tgattcacta cgaggacgcg geggceggegt gtgtegacgt getegttgeg 600
cagtttgagg gaaggacagg cggaggggag gttttcectgyg ccacagacgyg cgtgecegtt 660
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accaggaagg aaatggtcga gtgctgettg gagagcgatyg cctacgacgyg aaacatgccg 720
gaattcacgyg aggacaatgg acccctgggt aagagcatga acaaccctca aactcgtgag 780
aaactcgget gggtteeggt gcacgegage ttegtcegagt ttgtegagge gggtgegacyg 840
gattcattct atcccaagcg caggaagagc acttggaagt ag 882
<210> SEQ ID NO 32
<211> LENGTH: 1578
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Chlamydomonas reinhardtii
<400> SEQUENCE: 32
agctgetegt aatatctggg atcttgtgga gaggccaget cgggteggtt ggagacgaca 60
tcatgtcegee ccggagetge ttgagegett cgeccaccag ctetgtceget actegceacta 120
cattcacatc tacctgtatt cctcegtecce gageggeggyg agtccaagte tceggegcaac 180
tgaacattte gcgtegecage getagegecg ctgctatege tagegttgea ccegetgggga 240
tgacctttee tggatcaatc gacggtggtg cegcacgegyg ctetgtcegea getgetgcaa 300
ccagetetet ggcgggagca gtggeggggt cgecgtccaa tetggaccta ctggtggtgg 360
ggececgggtgt gttgggcage gtcectgggcece gegactgget ggegtetgtg cagggceggea 420
cagccaccgg cctcaccaac acggatcgca gecacgageg gcetgegegece atggggcetga 480
cgecggecac acgttecace ctaccgecca acaagaaata cagettegtyg gecttegecg 540
cgecgeccte aggcagtgag gattacgttg ctgatatcaa gteggetetyg gcattgtggg 600
acggcagtgg ctcattcatc ttcacgtegt cecatgteggt gtgegcagtyg gacgacggtyg 660
gctecgetac cgacgagcac tgccegetgg tgccegtggg cgeggggecc tcecactgaca 720
agctgegegyg ggcggaggag getgtectgg cggecggtgyg caacgtgceta cgectggtgg 780
gtectgtacca caagtttcge ggcgcacaca ccttcetttat caaacagggce actgtggecce 840
ggccagggygy ctatgtggtyg aacctgetge actacgagga cgctgeggca ctggetgeag 900
cgatectgeg tggtgatgge tctgggecct tecgaggeceyg tgegttectyg ggcactgatg 960
gccacccagt aacgtttgag gacatggtgg agtactgctt tgectggtggt gcctttgage 1020
gcgtaccagt gtecgttcace ggcaccttece ctgacggtgg caagaccggt cggggcaagce 1080
gtgtagacaa cagcggaaca agccaggcgce taggtggcetg gaagcccaag tacgagtcat 1140
tccagtectt tatggctget ggcggggctg actactacaa cacttcegggg ctaaagtgga 1200
actaaagtgg gagtgtaagc caggtgcaca cgatgggtga actgttagac ttgcgacaag 1260
cgtgtgggcet tgaggcaatg ccacacgact gcagtggtgt tggcacaaga caggagcacg 1320
gaaatcgtgg gagtgcaggg ggcagacttg gtgtcagcag tagcagccac agaggttatg 1380
tcgaaggggce tgctagcgaa ctgaagatag agggcttcat tagttgcgca actgtggcac 1440
aggcaggcca ggcagaaggc atgactggtg ctagggtgge tgagagcacyg ttgggaacaa 1500
ccgtteectg gettegcaac cttecectgg cttgacgtge agtcacgaag ggcactgtaa 1560
gcacgtttga gtgtgtga 1578

<210> SEQ ID NO 33
<211> LENGTH: 952

<212> TYPE:

DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Phaeodactylum tricornutum

<400> SEQUENCE: 33
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tcttegacte ataaaatcgt ccatcgttte tgtatcgatt gcacttgett ctattttage 60
atcggetttyg gccatggcega cgaagacatce atcggggtgt getgtcateg gagttggegt 120
tctaggtace agtttatgcce aacagatctt gtetgegect gagtttgatg gaatcaaget 180
tacaggcatt acaaaaacta ccaccaatca caacgcgatc cgagaaaaag tcggaatgga 240
tagcgaagat cgtttccage tattgaccac agatgaatgt gaaggaacgyg aaaccaaatt 300
caagcatatc gtgttttgtg cgccgectte gggttctgaa gactacccag ccgacgtacg 360
gaaatccgee gatacgctat gggcaggacce ggaagaaggg ggcgtttteg tgtttaccte 420
cagcggtgca gtatacggac ctggggattce tagaacagta tcagaaacat ccgatattge 480
tgatcctgaa tcgagtgtac gagtcggacg cctegtgaag gccgaaaagyg ctgctctaga 540
cgetggegga tgcegtgttge ggttggetgg tetctacaat ttagatcgeg gegetcacaa 600
tttttggttyg accagcggga agccaatatce cgggctacce gaaggcatca tcaatctact 660
gcattacgag gatgccgcaa gtgectgtet atcggegete aaagetgget ccagegtcetg 720
cgaaggtcga gectttataa tcagtgatgg tcatcctcete acacgaaaac aaatctgcga 780
aagcgegetyg caagcaaaaa cctataaaga ttgtgcaatg cctacatttyg catccgaaaa 840
tttgaatgge atggecttgg ggaaggtgta cgatggatce tcaagtaaca aggcgttaga 900
gtggtcteeg cgctttgaat cctttgacac atttatgaac agcatggcect aa 952
<210> SEQ ID NO 34
<211> LENGTH: 825
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Thalassiosira pseudonana
<400> SEQUENCE: 34
atggeggtge tcteectect aaccgetete ctegtgetet caccagcacyg agetttetcee 60
acgcecccaac ccatcacttce cgacctagec attgtaggat gtggegtect cggcacatcg 120
ctatgcaaac aactgctatc acatcctgac ttttcatcte ggtccatcac ggccattace 180
aagaccactg gtcgtcatga tgccattegt gecgaggttyg gagacggega tgacacggat 240
agattcgcag tgctgacaat ggatgatgtg ttggctcaat acagtggaaa ttccttcaag 300
gatgttgtat tttgtgcacc gccatcgggt tttgacgact atccccaggce agtcaaagat 360
gcagcgacac agttgtggte ggggectteg teeggtgggt cgttegtatt cacttccagt 420
ggtggagtgt atgaagggtt agatggggag actgtgaatg aatcatcgcc tacgttggat 480
gcagaggcaa atccaagaca ggggaggtta atcaacgcgg aacgtgaatg tattgcegttg 540
ggggggtgtyg cactacgttt ggctgggetg tatactttgg aaagaggggc acacaactac 600
tggcttgaaa aatgtaccga gggagttcaa gggagagaag acggtattgt gaacctattg 660
cattacgatg acgctgegtce ggegtgtete gecgegttge aggtggggece tgatgtgaac 720
tccaaacaga cgtacttgat tagtgacggg aatccaacta cgcgaaaggyg gatctgcgag 780
agtgccttga agagtgcaag atggtttgaa ggggaaaatt tatga 825
<210> SEQ ID NO 35
<211> LENGTH: 21
<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 35
gtcgtgccat gacatctace a 21
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<210> SEQ ID NO 36

<211> LENGTH: 21

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic

<400> SEQUENCE: 36
ctgetttatt gectcacttg ¢
<210> SEQ ID NO 37

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 37
cgtegtgett cctgactcca
<210> SEQ ID NO 38

<211> LENGTH: 21

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 38
cctecaccaa catgetectt ¢
<210> SEQ ID NO 39

<211> LENGTH: 24

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 39
acataaccta ccgaagaaga gtgg
<210> SEQ ID NO 40

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 40
tcacagcctyg aagcacataa aa
<210> SEQ ID NO 41

<211> LENGTH: 21

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 41
ggatacggca ctggatcttg g
<210> SEQ ID NO 42

<211> LENGTH: 21

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic

<400> SEQUENCE: 42
ttgaatggag ggtcgttgag c
<210> SEQ ID NO 43

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic

<400> SEQUENCE: 43

tactgcteeg atacttcaac cc

21

20

21

24

22

21

21

22
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<210> SEQ ID NO 44

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic

<400> SEQUENCE: 44
ccatcegeta gatcaacaac at
<210> SEQ ID NO 45

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 45
ccaagacgece ctggtgatge
<210> SEQ ID NO 46

<211> LENGTH: 24

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 46
ttcgetttee agttgagtte ctte
<210> SEQ ID NO 47

<211> LENGTH: 21

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 47
tcgetactee tgacattggt t
<210> SEQ ID NO 48

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 48
tgatcgcect aattctgete
<210> SEQ ID NO 49

<211> LENGTH: 21

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 49
tggaacagga aagggaacat c
<210> SEQ ID NO 50

<211> LENGTH: 21

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic

<400> SEQUENCE: 50

tcgtggacca ataaccaaag g
<210> SEQ ID NO 51

<211> LENGTH: 21

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic

<400> SEQUENCE: 51

gccagaacaa acccatcaaa ¢

22

20

24

21

20

21

21

21
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<210> SEQ ID NO 52

<211> LENGTH: 21

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic

<400> SEQUENCE: 52
gtaactccag agccgaacca g
<210> SEQ ID NO 53

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 53
ataatctceg atggctgtte
<210> SEQ ID NO 54

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 54
tccagacctt atgtagtate cc
<210> SEQ ID NO 55

<211> LENGTH: 19

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 55
gggccttecat ggatcaacc
<210> SEQ ID NO 56

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 56
ccgettcaag catcctcate
<210> SEQ ID NO 57

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 57
gectgecetyg gactacattyg
<210> SEQ ID NO 58

<211> LENGTH: 24

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic

<400> SEQUENCE: 58

gcaaacatat gtacacggtt ctgg

<210> SEQ ID NO 59

<211> LENGTH: 19

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic

<400> SEQUENCE: 59

21

20

22

19

20

20

24
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aacgtggetyg ctecttgaa

<210> SEQ ID NO 60

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic

<400> SEQUENCE: 60
ttggcaataa gccacacaca
<210> SEQ ID NO 61
<211> LENGTH: 19
<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic

<400> SEQUENCE: 61

tggccatgga agagttgge

<210> SEQ ID NO 62

<211> LENGTH: 19

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic

<400> SEQUENCE: 62
cagaagcaac tgctccacc
<210> SEQ ID NO 63

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 63
gaagtccttyg agecgtecty
<210> SEQ ID NO 64

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 64
aagtcccttyg atgecctect
<210> SEQ ID NO 65

<211> LENGTH: 21

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 65
agaagggatc cagatgaaga a
<210> SEQ ID NO 66

<211> LENGTH: 22

<212> TYPE: DNA
<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic

<400> SEQUENCE: 66
aacaagaaac gagcaacata ga
<210> SEQ ID NO 67

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic

<400> SEQUENCE: 67

19

20

19

19

20

20

21

22
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gectcecatca tcatctteca

<210> SEQ ID NO 68

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic

<400> SEQUENCE: 68
attgttacat cccgagcacc
<210> SEQ ID NO 69

<211> LENGTH: 21

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 69
gccagaacaa acccatcaaa ¢
<210> SEQ ID NO 70

<211> LENGTH: 21

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 70
gtaactccag agccgaacca g
<210> SEQ ID NO 71

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 71
gettcecacat tgacccatac
<210> SEQ ID NO 72

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 72
cttgagggca tacagcatct
<210> SEQ ID NO 73

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400> SEQUENCE: 73
cacgacgcag tgatctgagg
<210> SEQ ID NO 74

<211> LENGTH: 20

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic

<400> SEQUENCE: 74

gatgaaacgc agggaatacg

<210> SEQ ID NO 75

<211> LENGTH: 19

<212> TYPE: DNA

<213> ORGANISM: Synthetic

20

20

21

21

20

20

20

20
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<400> SEQUENCE: 75

gacatcgtca agagggtcg

<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>

SEQ ID NO 76
LENGTH: 20

TYPE: DNA

ORGANISM: Synthetic
<400>

SEQUENCE: 76

ccatccatga tccatcatce

19

20

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of increasing the production of UDP-galac-
tose in situ in the chloroplast for mono-galactosyldiacyl-
glycerol (MGDG) biosynthesis in a plant, the method com-
prising expressing from a DNA construct comprising a
nucleic acid encoding a chloroplast UDP-glucose epimerase
under the control of at least one regulatory promoter element
in the plant, wherein the chloroplast UDP-glucose epimerase
comprises a chloroplast transit peptide, and wherein the
UDP-glucose epimerase is a monocot polypeptide compris-
ing an amino acid sequence that is at least 95% identical to
SEQ ID NO: 1.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the plant is selected
from the group consisting of maize, rice, sugarcane, and
wheat.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the carbon partitioning
in the plant is altered.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the photosynthetic
efficiency of the plant is increased.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the drought tolerance
of the plant is increased.

6. A method of increasing yield of a plant, the method
comprising expressing a recombinant chloroplast UDP-glu-
cose epimerase operably linked to at least one regulatory

15

20

25

30

35

element, wherein the chloroplast UDP-glucose epimerase is
localized in the chloroplast, and wherein the UDP-glucose
epimerase is a monocot polypeptide comprising an amino
acid sequence that is at least 95% identical to SEQ ID NO:
1.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the plant is selected
from the group consisting of maize, rice, sugarcane, and
wheat.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the carbon partitioning
in the plant is altered.

9. The method of claim 6, wherein the photosynthetic
efficiency of the plant is increased.

10. The method of claim 6, wherein the drought tolerance
of the plant is increased.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the UDP-glucose
epimerase is a monocot polypeptide comprising an amino
acid sequence that is at least 98% identical to SEQ ID NO:
1.

12. The method of claim 6, wherein the UDP-glucose
epimerase is a monocot polypeptide comprising an amino
acid sequence that is at least 98% identical to SEQ ID NO:
1.



